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S e con d Bakhtiar s uspect indicted 

PARIS(AP) -—A man reportedly retailed to the late Ayatollah RnfaoBah 
Khomeui waicharged Saturday wph complicity in-foe affassmaOOD of 
Conner franim" Prime 'Mhutex Sbahpoar Bakhtiar. Massoud Hcnrfi, 
detained and interrogated by .French pofice since Wednesday, was 
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hsndtmg the Bakhtiar investigation, signed the charges against Mr. Heads 
Saturday and ordered Hm confined in po&ce custody, Mr. Hendi became 
toe second penoa charged in the ease. One .Of the presumed Idfiers, Afi 
Rad Vakffi, was arrested in S witze r lan d iastmonth and extradited to 
Paris. [He has been charged with murder. 1 The: other two presumed 
asassins, both banians, are ntWdL Sources dose to the. u nw atigrtiu n 
said that Mr. Hcudi hm ktpBcated figtires in Inn’s power structure who 
allegedly tried to bdp him proc ur e false identity papers and visas for the 
*3ko. Mr. JfctKfi, portrayed as pand-nepbew to Ayatollah Khomeini, 

was among a dozen people detained Wednesday night in connection with 
the murder. the sources, said. The others have been released. 
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King Hassan orders 
36 prisoners released 

^ RABAT (AP) — King Hassan n 
" *f. ordered 36 prisaoersfreed Satnr- 

■V.-; day in an animal expr ession of 
" clemency marking the birthday of 
'■ the Prophet Mohammad, the offi- 

:■ cial MAP news-agency. 

- announced. Prison sentences 

- - were reduced or abrogated for 

^ another S3 prisoners, the news 
r,-..' agency said. AH were common 
_■ . . 'Criminals, not political prisoners. 

Ttefr names, , crimes and lengths 
.- • r S>f sentence were not disclosed. 

, . -The royal pardon is traditional on 
_ ..." .J. tbe Prophet Mohammad's birth- 
day or other special occasions, 
.. C Z bin comes at a time that the 
"l kingdom is giving way ona num- 
. her of human rights issues* 

.rz Churches, shops , 
vS attacked in 
Cairo suburb " . 

: CAIRO (AP) — Rampaging ex- 
■ 11 trenrists attacked two churches 
■ and several shops in a western 

- Cano suburb in the last 24 boors, 
police sources said Saturday. 
-- They said 18 people were wound- 
cdmtte incidents and 28 extreni-. 

• : — ists were arrested. The sources 

said trouble began Friday night in 
die working class suburb of bn- 
. baba after a false rumoar dreor- 
3 UnCT: luted that a Christian had ItiQed a 

“V reSS Muslim. About 600 Muslim ex- 
ac. a tremists took to die streets car- 
rying swords, chains, bottles con- 
tairang flammable- fluids and 
■l sticks. They buried the ince nd ia r y 
■ "\.:i devices at a church and set -fire to 
‘lea coffee shop before police inter- 
"■ ” .. vened and tfispersed them- The 
sources did not say what weapons 
’■ v • “ 1 the security forces used. The ex- 
tremists went on a shnOar rem- 
; ‘1 page Saturday morning, starting 
' fires in another church and four 
shops owned by Coptic Christ- 
ians. 

Exim bank signs 
accord with Kuwait 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. Export-Import Bank has 
- signed an agreement with 'the 
Kuwait Investment Authority to 
consider the financing-af up to $2 
- "* Uffion in American exports. It 
said tins was the first borrowing 
: • J ' ' apanent by Kuwait and should 

• help U.S. ex porters wirr Kowaiti 

_ . 1 ", contracts for recons tru ction and 

• "' '.I nrtw»r public sector projects. The 
,. * ' ri - bank's commitment provides 
"■ U.S. exporters insurance and 
guarantee of payment for goods 
services. 

r 

* Gulf oH minister* 

,ui.i meet In Saudi Arabia 

. > NICOSIA (R) -- Tte ofl min®- 
■V - ten of Santfi Arabia and its five 

- V: in the Golf 'Cooperation 

4 . - ‘ CooncB (GCC) opened talks in 

• ! ' ,rt< : . the. Sauh Red Sea port dty of 
■y~ v : . Jeddah Saturday, • toe days 
ahead of am Orgmrisatkm of Pet- 
r . roleum Export! ng - Countries 
(OPEQ meeting in Geneva. The 

•v\ GCG, *■ pofitkal and economic 
. bloc set up^ a decade ago, groups 
'A SmkB Arabi^ KnwaTt, tbe Un- 
‘ * - ' . ited Arab Eonrate^ Bahrain, 
,y.' : . Chnan and Qatar.' Only Oman 
~ and Wshnrin are BQt mianbeO of 

. the OPEC. The official Stofi 
; *■' . **. Press Agency smd Qatar’s tons- 

; _-i- port numster, Abdutiah Ben 

• *- Saleh A1 Mann, adefressed the 
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** s. husbandjailedinlraq 


LONDON (AP) The wife of a 
-British citizen imprisoned for 
more than five years in Iraq 
-Saturday that she was hopeful 
that be may soon be released. “It 
could happen at any.tiine. But it 
■may 'not happen. One has to 
remain hopeful and tzy to be 
cheerful,” Shirley Richter said in 

- an interview on BBC zacBo before 
leaving for Baghdad. Her hus- 
. band, Ian Richter, was jaded in 

1986 for allegedly bribing Iraqi 
-officials. Britain has no diploma- 
. tic finks with Iraq and the Soviet 
^Embassy in Bagdad is keeping 
in touch with-hfr. Richter. Mike 

- Whitlam, cfirector-general of the 
■ British Red Cross, was accom- 
. panying Mrs. Richter, to Bagh- 
dad. “Obviously we will do what 
we can while we are in Baghdad 
to discuss Ian's situation with 
Iraqi officials and hopefully to 

-make some progress. But it is 
quite difficult to know what more 
can be done,” Mrs. Richter said. 


PLO leaders remain undecided 

PN C likely to leave door open delp m0 ve to boycott pnc 

also reflects internal rift 


British agencies call for funds for Iraq 

LONDON (R) — British aid groups Sunday called for Western cash aid 
totalling £470 miUkm for Iraq, where they said children were dying of 
malnutrition in a food crisis. “Following recent visits by staff to Iraq, it is 
dear that the UJJ. and the agencies alone cannot meet the humanitarian 
needs of die Iraqi population," they said in a joint statement. Cafbd, 
Christian Aid, Oram, Save die Children Fuad, the Refugee Council, 
Quaker Peace and Service and the Catholic Institute for International 
Relations said Iraq would not be able to provide enough food, medicine Of 
shelter for its population even after oH sales. The U.N. Security Council 
gave Iraq pennisrion on Thursday to sell S1.6 billion worth of oil, its only 
significant export earner, to buy food and medicine. Iraq said the U.N. 
conditions attached to (he deal were unworkable and were an infringe- 
ment of its sovereignty. The British agencies said moodily rations to each 
person in (he government-controlled areas of Iraq were sufficient for no 
more dun two weeks. Families were forced to buy essential goods on the 
open market where prices were up to 20 tim es h ig h er, beyond the reach of 
(hose on low to average wages. 


Price: Jordan 100 fib; Saudi Arabia 1J0 riyals; UAE 1J50 dirhams 


U.N. teams working 


for participation in peace parley 


From Iamb K. Andoni 
- : in Tonis 

DESPITE. THE increasingly harden- 
ing positions adopted by the various . 
Palestinian gr o up s, Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat k stiD seeking to secure 
the backing of these gr o u p s and the 
Palestine National Council (PNC) 
which will convene in -Algiers an 
Monday, will leave the door open for 
Palestinian participation, m the peace 
process, according to senior PLO 
officials here. 

So far the PLO leadership, winch 
held a series of lengthy meetings in 
Tunis last week. — has foiled to reach 
a decision on whether to authorise or 
to reject Pakstinan participation in 
the peace pr ocess. The Palestinian 
groups and even some independent 
members of die PLO Executive Com- . 
mittce have fallen back to ft hardline 
poshfon as > result of disappoinlm&tt • 
In D.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker's failure to offer satisfactory 


assurances to the * Palestinians, 
according to PLO officials. 

In the last 48 hours all the major 
PLO groups, except for Patch, the 
biggest ofgaiBsariou in die PLO, de- 
cided to reject Palestinian participa- 
tion in the peace process according to 
the enrrent American terms, officials 
from the various groups said. 

- These indude the Popular Root 
for die Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) of George Habasb. both 
wings of the Democratic Front for the 
liberation of Palestine (DFLP) led by 
Nayef Hawatmeh and Yasser Abed 
Rabbo r es pec ti v el y, the Palestinian 
Communist party led by Suleiman 
Najjab, and smaller groups tike the 
Palestine Liberation Front (PLF). 

“We cannot ap p ro ve Palestinian- 
participation under the present 
American conditions,” said Mr. 
Abed Rabbo, who is viewed as repre- 
senting the more moderate wing of 
the DFLP. 

But PLO officials say that most of 

these groups will supports resolution 

*tmr win emphasise dw basic Palesti- 


nian rights and leave the door open 
for Palestinian participation in the 
peace process. 

The naEtant shift in the mood in 
Tonis has provoked concern among 
PLO officials that die failure to reach 
an agreement among die groups over 
a political strategy might seriously 
undermine what is seen as the most 
crucial PNC session since the incep- 
tion of the PLO. 

Mr. Hawatmeh has been the only 
leader calling for a boycott of the 
PNC. but officials believe that be 
could be ifannxifll; especially that his 
position is seen to be linkad to the 
internal dispute in the DFLP. 

The group’s tactic is aimed at trying 
to secure better conditions from the 
Americans rather | ^ ww obstructing 
the process unless there were abso- 
lutely no -signs of any kind of an 
Israeli withdrawal from the occupied 
territories, PLO officials said. 

The Fateh Central Committee, 
however, has not concluded its meet- 

(Contuned on page 5) 


THE DECISION of the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP) led by Nayef Hawatmeh to 
boycott die Palestine National Coun- 
cil (PNC) meeting in Algiers reflects 
not only serious scepticism over the 
American-led peace process, but also 
the power straggle between the two 
wings of this major faction of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

Mr. .Hawatmeh made his 
announcement Saturday after the 
PLO leadership refused his demands 
to recognise his wing as the legitimate 
DFLP and the wing led by Yasser 
Abed Rabbo as a new independent 
group in the PLO. 

In an in te rview with the Jordan 
Times late Friday, Mr. Hawatmeh 
warned that his group was “fed up 
with ambiguous Palestinian resolu- 
tions that are open to different inter- 
pretations” and by what be said was 
the supp o rt of the PLO leadership for 
breakaway factions. 

Mr. Hawatmeh bad demanded that 
the PLO Executive Committee and 
the Fateh leadership deal with Mr. 
Abed Rabbo’s wing as a new break- 


Hizbollah, Israel remain Israeli anti-Bush barrage turns worse 

nvpr fl nets) OPC TEL AVIV (R) — A hardline Mr. Bush infuriated Mr. Sha- was prepared to issue in' 

UVflUlUvAVlI " v VI UUOMIgVO Israeli cabinet minister who in- nrir’s right-wing Likud govern- to the conference to sti 


BA ALBEK (AP) — American 
journalist Terry Anderson and 
Church of England envoy Terry 
Waite are the most valuable 
assets of Lebanese factions hold- 
ing Western hostages, a leader of 
the Hzzboliah group said Satur- 
day. 

“To some factions Terry 
Anderson could be more impor- 
tant than the rest, while to others 
Terry Waite .could be more im- 
portant,” Hussein Mvsxwi told 
the Assodated Press. 

Mr. Musawi, leader of a pro- 
Syrian faction wi thin die Shnte 
MusKm Hizbollah was referring 
to tbe kidnappers’ position in 
efforts to swap the hostages for 
more than 300 Lebanese held by 
Israel, including Hizbollah activ- 
ist Sheikh Abdul Karim ObetcL 

Sheikh Obeid, 39, was kidnap- 
ped by helicopter-borne Israeli 
agents from Iris village of Jibsheet 
in Sooth Lebanon in July 1989. 
His release has been a key condi- 
tion of- the kidnappers for freeing 
tbe Western hostages. 

Mr. Musawi did not elaborate 


on Mr. Anderson and Mr. Write. 
But his comments appeared to 
indicate that the. two captives 
were unlikely to be freed until 
Sheikh Obeid is released in an 
overall exchange being negoti- 
ated by U.N. Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar. 

The Israelis consider Sheikh 
Obeid, who they identify as a 
Ffizbollah leader, their most im- 
portant Shiite prisoner. *- 

Israel* in die three-way bar- 
gaining, ts see long information on 
five of its servicemen missing in 
Lebanon. 

- Mr. Musawi said feraeTs failure . 

to release Sheikh Obeid with dte- 
next batch of prisoners “would 
not cancel die whole effort” to 
work out a comprehensive swap. 

*Tf Obeid is i nclud ed in the 
next batch of prisoners to be 
released by Israel, that would 
faritttate the whole effort. But 
die Israelis say he's a major card 
and they might keep him in cus- 
*tody until later,” Mr. Musawi 
addnL 


TEL AVIV (R) A hardline 
Israeli cabinet minister who in- 
flamed a row over U.S. loan 
guarantees by calling George 
Bnsh an anti-Semite said Saturday 
the U-S. president’s policies 
would lead to a second holocaust 
of Jews. 

Minister without Portfolio Re- 
bavam Zeevi, whose remarks last 
weekend drew calls for modera- 
tion from prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, described Mr. Bnsh as 
hostile to Israd. 

“Bush 'wants' to twist Israel's 
arm in regard to our rights over 
the ‘land of Israel,’ " Mr. Zeevi 
told army radio. 

“When he wants to cause 
something that will lead to second 
holocaust in my generation, I can 
protest and scream,” be said, 
adding: “There are symptoms of 
anti-Semitism.” 

At a cabinet session last Sun- 
day, Mr. Zeevi accused Mr. Bush 
of being a liar and an anti-Semite 
over bis appeal to Congress to 
delay $10 billion in loan guaran- 
tees to Israel until after a Middle 
East peace conference scheduled 
for October. 


Mr. Bush infuriated Mr. Sha- 
mir's right-wing Likud govern- 
ment by harirwg up his call for a 
120-day moratorium with a threat 
to veto any congressional attempt 
to push through the Israeli re- 
quest for the guarantees. 

The row over the guarantees, 
which would enable Israel to bor- 
row on world markets at low 
interest rates to resettle Soviet 
immigrants, overshadowed U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker’s 
efforts to secure agreement on 
convening the peace confe r ence. 

Mr. Bush asked Congress for a 
delay fearing a debate now over 
loan guarantees could destroy 
fragile a rran gements for the con- 
ference by alienating Arab states. 

Mr. Zeevfs remarks suggested 
deepening Israeli mistrust of the 
Bush administra t i on which has 
deride d for the first time to use 
aid overfly to press Israel to curb 
settlement in the occupied terri- 
tories and cooperate on peace 
efforts. 

A senior official aboard Mr. 
Baker's plane returning from a 
seventh Middle East peace shut- 
tle said on Friday Washington 


Royal Jordanian pursuing 
course to ride out turbulence 


. By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Financially trou- 
bled Royal Jordanian, tbe 
Kingdom’s flag carrier, ^pur- 
suing all corridors to address 
its short-term problems ac- 
centuated by tbe world reces- 
sion and turbulence in tbe in- 
ternational aviation scene .be- 
fore gearing itself to landing in 
tbe safe haven of privatisation. 

But solutions to its haunting 
problems may not come easy 
for the anfiner, whose options 
have been tied down by 
accumulated debts estimated 
to be over $250 milfian since 
the early 1980s. In 1988, 
the devaluation of the Jorda- 
nian dinar and tbe subsequent 
decline in business worked 
together to plunge the state- 
owned canter into real finan- 
cial straits. 

- RJ reported a record loss of 
JD 88 nriSKHf in 1988, -part of it 
carried, over -from previous 
years. But the airline sprang 
out of die operational red and 
posted a JD 1.4 miffion profit 
m 1989. Figures for 1990 have 
not been released,, pending 
submission of the airixne's 
accounts to the Cabinet. 

' ’ Economic experts befieve 
that the only option' for the 
carrier, short of an unfikriy 
government bail-oat with. a 
massive cashmfosicm, is priva- 
tisation, an idea tfiscasscd on 
and off ance 1987. 

Offiriab confirmed that dis- 
cussions were hdd with several 
potential buyers of a major 
stake in tbe afrfine, bat the 
exact state of the negotiations 
remains a closely-guarded 
corporate secret Senior offir. 


cial have denied, that the air- 
line had discussed investment, 
with foreign anfinos. 

In the meantime, pressing 
obligations confront RJ. One 
of its immediate priorities is to 
come up with a satisfactory 
response — better stiO, around 
$40 million to $45 nnlfiou — in 
defaulted payments to Euro- 
pean banks which have under- 
written its 12-year leases on 
right Airbus aircraft. The 
leases begatiin 1987 when RJ 
received the first of (heptanes. 
The other seven were received 
in subsequent years. 

The anfine, winch is com- 
mitted to paying $110 million 
in annual lease payments, has 
paid part of the (hies in 1991 
and the Finance Ministry has 
so far warded off ary action by 
the Creditors, including repos- 
session of air craft. 

A “deadline” set by the 
hank* expires this month and 
intense diplomatic and politic- 
al ef fo rt s are under Way to 

secure- another extention, offi- 
cials said. 

“We have failed to meet 
some of the payments during 
the Gulf crisis ami that is still a 
pending problem,” RJ Chief 
Executive Officer Husam Abu 
Ghazaleh was quoted as saying 
in a Renter interview last 
week. “It is being handled but 
no agreement has been 
readied.” 

IBs Majesty fcing Hussein 
r e fer red to the dramatic ex- 
pansion and growth RJ 
achieved since its establish- 
ment in 1956 and underlined 
the airline ’s curre n t problems 
in a speech to the European 
Parliament two weeks ago. 
“Our national airline, our 
ambassador of goodwill to the 


world, is threatened before 
our efforts to privatise it and 
reorganise it materialise,” the 
Ring said. 

“Plans for privatisation and 
reorganisation (of RJ) are well 
underway,” he said. “Howev- 
er, we have beat advised that 
the Airbus fleet may be with- 
drawn because of our current 
inability to pay the arrears.” 

RJ officials estimate that the 
airline lost $100 million in re- 
venue as a result of tbe Gulf 
crisis, which forced it to reduce 
operations and pay high insur- 
ance premiums, and the subse- 
quent war, during which 
almost the entire RJ fleet was 
grounded. 

Oil prices which skyrock- 
eted daring the crisis were also 
another factor adding to the 
problems of the aidme. 

Meanwhile, cost-cutting me- 
asures continue at the anritne. 
These indude termination of 
foreign staff at RJ offices 
abroad, reducing administra- 
tive and operational, ex pense s, 
“in-house" austerity mea- 
sures, and termination or 
scaled-down frequency of 
Sights on several routes. 

Termination of RJ staff in 
Jordan is ruled out muter what 
officials describe as a dear 
c o un te rma nd order containing 
directives not to d ism i ss any 
employee of the airline as a 
cost-reduction measure. 

Over expansion is cited by 
man y as OUC of the mnfr i 
reasons behind the problems 
which hit foe aMine, bat given 
foe booming business in the 
early 1980s such ambitions 
plans were only natural, indus- 
try source say. 

“The anfine has adopted a 



Aircraft maintenance b an area where Royal Jordanian eqjoys a 
comfortable Internationally co mpetitiv e edge (File photo) 

nmlti-DFOneed snoroach.” said Amman — with the Iraqi inva- 


mtilti-pronged approach,” said 
a senior official. “This in- 
cludes, in addition to tie cost- 
reduction measures, a 
stepped-up effort to resume 
the level of operations as ex- 
isted before the Gulf crisis,” 
the official said. 

- RJ has gradually resumed 
flights to the Far East after the 
Gulf war but has scaled down 
the number of flights. The 
anfine also flics to Beirut now, 
after a six-year hiatus followed 
by tbe 1985 hijack and subse- 
quent destruction of one of its. 
planes at tbe Lebanese capital. 

RJ lost one of its main 
routes Amman-Kuwait- 


skm of Kuwait on Aug. 2, 
1990. Flights to and from 
Kuwait used to be account for 
a good part of RJ business in 
the Gulf, particularly, that 
dose to 400,000 Jordanians and 
Palestinians worked in ffie 
emirate before the invasion. 

Post-war Kuwait has refused 
to allow landing rights to the 
Jordanian anfine and the car- 
rier’s business in foe Gulf has 
stamped. 

Although the airline did 
good business in the months 
immediately after the Iraqi in- 

(Confomed on page 5) 


normally in Iraq 


away group that has no affiliation 
with the DFLP. 

“We simply could not do dm* 
because that win mean we are sanc- 
tioning divisions. Moreover, both 
men have supporters in the DFLP” 
said a Fateh Central Committee 
member, who asked not to be named. 

If Mr. Hawatmeh does indeed 
boycott the PNC, be will not affect 
tbe cooncil’s quorum bat will definite- 
ly create confusion at the PNC, espe- 
cially that it have to take crucial 
derisions that cannot tolerate divi- 
sions. 

Other groups and independents are 
expected to step up mediation efforts 
to ensure the presence of Mr. Hawat- 
meh, who bad always advocated 
working from within tbe PLO and 
never led a breakaway opposition. 

Mr. Hawatmeh told the Jordan 
Times that he was not going to attewH 
tbe PNC unless there was a dear PLO 
policy on the peace process. 

“We are not going to take part in 
the session if we do not reach a 
position paper defining tbe PLO’s 

(Continued on page 5) 


was prepared to issue invitations 
to the conference to stop foot- 
dragging by reluctant parties. 

Mr. Zeevi, whose party advo- 
cates expulsion of the Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories, 
was one of three government 
nsmsters to vote against the con- 
ference. He said others had re- 
servations. 

“You’d be surprised that most 
members of the government are 
going with 'butterflies in their 
stomach, doubts and misgivings 
about what will come out of this 
conference for us. Not health, not 
security and not peace.” 

Mr. Shamir’s government 
opposes U.S. demands that it 
cede oocupied territory in a peace 
deal and defends Jewish settle- 
ment as necessary for “security” 
and as a “Biblical” right. 

Mr. Shamir likened the rift 
with Israel's closest ally to ‘*bad 
dream.” 

A senior advisor to Mr. Shamir 
expressed anxiety that Mr. Bush's 
delay would have a domino effect 
causing other countries to with- 

( Continued on page 5) 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — U.N. 
weapons inspectors were operat- 
ing normally in Iraq Saturday, an 
official said, as Baghdad deliber- 
ated whether to permit over- 
flights by U.N. helicopters. 

U.S. President George Bush 
has threatened to send warplanes 
to escort the helicopters if Iraq 
refuses to follow U.N. resolutions 
requiring that it cooperate fully 
with foe inspectors. 

The Iraqi decision is expected ' 
Sunday. Security Council Presi- 
dent Jean-Bemard Merimee of 
France and other council mem- 
bers have demanded a written 
and unconditional reply. 

Iraqi Foreign Munster Ahmad 
Hussein Khudayer left for New 
York Saturday to deliver the re- 
sponse. 

Alastair Livingston, chief of 
field operations for the U.N. 
Special Commission (UN- 
SCOM) for dismantling Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction, said 
all was fine with an UNSCOM 
team that went into Baghdad 
Friday. 

Mr. Livingston said that he had 
been in radio contact with tbe 
, UNSCOM liaison officer Satur- 
day morning who told him “ev- 
erything was fine, no problems.” 

The 13 biological weapons ex- 
perts are led by Dr. David Hux- 
soll, a professor from tbe 
Louisiana State University. They 


are investigating Iraq’s biological 
research labs to check whether 
the research is for military pur- 


A 45- member team represent- 
ing UNSCOM and tbe Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) in Vienna, led by 
another American, David Kay, is 
going from Bahrain to Baghdad 
on Sunday. 

Dr. HnxsoD and Mr. Kay have 
refused to be specific about tbe 
exact locations they will visit or 
whether they will need helicop- 
ters for surprise visits. 

Another UNSCOM-IAEA mid ear 
team, led by Briton Leslie Thorne, 
was in Baghdad over the past week 
and arrived in Bahrain Friday en 
route to Vienna. 

They (fid not need helicopters for 
their mission of scientifically measur- 
ing nuclear material at an Iraqi facil- 
ity in near Baghdad. 

Mr. Thome said most Iraqis were 
taking the U.S. threat in stride while 
celebrating the Prophet Mohammad’s 
birthday along with the rest of foe 
Muslim World. 

The Iraqis his group dealt with 
were “upset by the Washington warn- 
ings,” he said, “but they didn’t treat 
us differently." 

“They recognised that we were a 
technical team doing a technical 
job... and I Hiinfc they respected the 
fact that we were trying to do a job 
and do it honestly hie said. 

For more than two weeks Iraq has 
(Continued on page 5) 


1 killed, 3 wounded 
in clash near Nablus 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A soccer game 
Saturday between a Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) fic- 
tion and the fundamentalist 
Hamas movement led to a clash 
that left (Hie Palestinian dead and 
three wounded, Arab sources and 
police said. 

The game, between members 
of Fateh and the fundamentalist 
Islamic movement Hamas, took 
place in tbe West Bank town of 
Salfit near the city of Nablus, 
police and Arabs said. 

For unclear reasons tbe game 
led to a confrontation in which 
both sides drew guns and knives, 
Arab sources said. In the violence 
Mahmoud A1 Hay., 23, was kilted 
and three others were moderately 
injured, police said. 

Israel Radio said Mr. Haz was 
shot and the three injured aft 
suffered stab wounds. 

The army command imposed a 
curfew on the village following 
tbe incident to prevent further 
violence. 

Hamas, also known as the Isla- 
mic Res&ance Movement, and 
Fateh fought for control of the 
Nablus city Casbah eaxtiex this 
.year. At least four Palestinians 
were wounded in the confronta- 
tions. 

In foe Gaza Strip refugee camp 
of Rafeh, the Blade Panther vigi- 
lante group announced it had 
kilted Mahmoud Said Rizik, 28, 
as a suspected collaborator with 
brad and for dealing in drugs, 
Arab sources said. 

Mr. Rizik’s body was found 
Friday by residents of the camp, 
the sources added. 

Police have banned a group of 
Jewish zealots from entering the 
Haram A1 Sharif complex during 
next week's Sukkot festival. 

A year ago, activities sche- 
duled by the “Temple Mount 
Faithful” sparked protests m the 
complex that ended with at least 
18 Palestinians dead in police 


gunfire. 

Tbe Temple Mount Faithful 
campaigns for reconstruction of 
the Biblical Jewish temple in tbe 
area. 

It had planned to use a helicop- 
ter to lay a cornerstone for the 
new temple during Sukkot, the 
eight-day feast of Tabernacles 
holiday that begins Sunday night. 

The ceremonies were planned 
for Wednesday, a day of priestly 
Messing when tens of thousands 
of Jewish worshipers visit the 
.Western Wall. 

The area is the site of two of 
Islam's holiest shrines — the 
Dome of the Rode and the A1 
Aqsa Mosque. 

Last year, rumours that the 
Temple Mount Faithful planned 
to la^ tbe cornerstone incited 
protests. 

It began with stones thrown 
from the complex onto Jewish 
worshipers and ended with police 
opening fire, kilting 18 Palesti- 
nians and wounding more than 
130 others. The incktent drew 
worldwide condemnation. 

Also Saturday, Israel Arab 
doctor Ahmad Tibi confirmed 
that the interior ministry bad 
lifted a travel ban to allow him to 
travel to the United States .and 
participate in a symposium on the 
Pales tinian- Israeli conflict next 
week. 

The ban was lifted only for this 
occasion and Dr. Tibi said he had 
to sigQ a guarantee promising not 
to travel to any otter country or 
to meet- with PLO officials while 
in tbe U.S. 

In August, Interior Minister 
Arye Deri burned Dr. Tibi from 
travel abroad for four months on 
grounds he would endanger 
Israeli security by meeting with 
the PLO. 

Mr. Deri’s spokeswoman could 
not be reached to explain why an 
exception was made for Dr. Tibi’s 
trip to the U.S. 


71 us is your chance to view for one more day 
a special showing of the full collection of 

Bani Hamida Rugs 

for the Helsinki exhibit in October , 1991 
at 

Tbe Bani Hamida House , 

Rainbow St 
on 

Sonday, 22 September 
from 9 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Tel.: 65869677 









Middle East News 


Kurdish kidnappers 
free ark hunters 


ANKARA (R) — Five Wester- 
ners, four of them seekers of 
Noah's Ark, strolled to freedom 
Saturday after being held for 
three weeks by Kurdish separat- 
ists. 

Officials on Turkey's eastern 
Bingol province said three Amer- 
icans, an Australian and a Briton 
were released near the mountain 
village of Ilicalar — dose to 
where they were kidnapped by 
armed rebels. 

“They walked seven kilometres 
to the Ilicalar gendarmerie (rural 
police) post and arrived there at 
1.30 a.m. (2230 GMT)/' one 
official told reporters. 

Australian archaeologist Allan 
Roberts, 59, and his U.S. col- 
leagues Ronald Wyatt. Richard 
Rives and Marvin Wilson, all in 
their fifties, telephoned their 
f ami lies before being escorted to 
police headquarters m Bingol just 
before dawn. 

“They look very cheerful. In 
fact, they look fitter than we do 
here,” Bingol Provindal Gov- 
ernor Atilla Vurai said. “They 
are in very good health. They 
have been given medical checks.” 

Mr. Roberts’ call to his wife 
Margaret in Sydney was the first 
news of the missing men since 
they wer.: seized at gunpoint on a 
desolate mountain coad on Aug. 
30. 

Up to 5.000 Turkish troops, 
police and anti-terror units failed 
to trace the five. 

Mr. Roberts and the Amer- 
icans bad been on an expedition 
to find Noah's Ark, which the 
Bible says came to rest on Mount 
Agri (Ararat) in eastern Turkey. 

The driver of their mini-bus 
said they were kidnapped by ab- 
out 30 Kurdish rebels, two of 
them women, manning a roadb- 
lock. 

The Briton, Gareth Thomas, 
58, from London, was seized 
from a separate vehide. He had 
been travelling as a tourist. 

Chris Roberts, the son of the 
freed Australian, said his father 
had told him he and the other 


captives were held high on a 
mountain near where they were 
kidnapped. 

His father was unable to walk 
properly because one of his feet 
— injured in an accident several 
years ago — was swollen, but his 
four companions were fit and 
well. 

The kidnapping was assumed 
to have been the work of die 
outlawed Kurdish Workers Party 
(PKK), fighting a guerrilla war 
for a separate Kurdish state in 
southeast Turkey since 1984. 

The PKK said earlier it was not 
sure if its men had taken the five 
but promised to free them if that 
was the case. 

In August, 10 German holi- 
daymakers seized from a camp- 
site in eastern Turkey were re- 
leased after a week in PKK cap- 
tivity. 

This month PKK guerrillas 
seized an American, two Mex- 
icans and a Turk at a roadblock 
but freed the unbanned three 
hours later. 

The PKK is also holding seven 
Tur kish soldiers captured in a 
raid on a border post in early 
August. They were last seen by 
Turkish reporters in northern 
Iraq shortly after the Turkish 
army launched a big cross-border 
against PKK bases. 

More than 3,300 people have 
been killed in eastern and south- 
eastern Turkey since the PKK 
began its armed struggle. 

Several Western governments, 
including the United States and 
Britain, have warned thefr 
citizens not to travel in the area. 

The archaeologists, sponsored 
by the Canberra-based Noah’s 
Ark Research Foundation, had 
been awaiting permission to exca- 
vate a site they believed held the 
■Ark, Mr. Roberts’ wife said. 

They hoped to examine a mud- 
covered fossil formation resemb- 
ling a boat in the remote Akyayla* 
region. On a previous trip, Mr. 
Roberts identified what he said 
was fossilised gopherwood of the 
type described in the Bible. 


U.N. chief 
rejects 
two-state 
idea for 
Cyprus 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
Recog nising the Turkish re- 
public of northern Cyprus ^as an 
independent nation is not in the 
best interests of either Turkish or 
Greek Cypriots, U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
said Friday. 

The U.N. chief also said he 
does not foresee a high-level 
meeting among the Greek and 
Turkish governments and Cypriot 
communities taking place in tire 
near future. 

. Mr. Perez de Cuellar said the 
di ffe rences in the position of fire 
two Cypriot communities, and 
between Greece and Turkey, are 
too wide to bring them all 
together now. 

“There is not enough agree- 
ment on the document that would 
justify a meeting,” be said. “The 
meeting was not intended to 
negotiate details. 

“I am disappointed, of course, 
but not discouraged,” Mr. Perez 
de Cuellar added. 


President George Bush had 
announced last month that Greek 
and Turkish leaders had agreed 
to discuss tire future of Cyprus at 
a meeting in the United States in 
September, provided there was 
an adequate narrowing of differ- 
ences. But last week, U.N. envoy 
Oscar Camfikm said the meeting 
would not take place this month, 
although it might be possible 
later. 


At Mr. Perez de Cuellar’s news 
conference, a reporter noted the 
trend towards recognition of new 
republics that once were part of 
larger nations — in parti c ular, the 
Baltic states, and the desire of 
Croatia and Slovenia for recogni- 
tion. 


1986 U.S.-Iraq deal fades 
as obstacle to CIA nominee 


WASHINGTON (R) — Robert 
Gates’s handling of U.S. intelli- 
gence sharing with Iraq in 1986 
appears to be fading as the last 
obstacle to his Senate confirma- 
tion as director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA). 

Senator David Boren, chair-, 
man of the committee bokfing 
Mr. Gates’s confirmation hear- 
ings, Friday called the Iratj dis- 
pute a difference over legal inter- 
pretation and said Mr. Gates was 
beaded for strong Senate approv- 
al so far. 

“I would say probably going 
out of this week he’s in a strong 
position for confirmation, agood 
strong vote,” Mir. Boren, an 
Oklahoma Democrat, said in a 
television interview. 

Mr. Gates has largely dispelled 
concerns on Mr. Boren’s Senate 
Select Committee on Intelligence 
over whether he told the truth 
about the 1986 Iran-contra scan- 
dal and should have done more to 
expose it. 

He said he should have done 
more but said he did act when be 
heard the fust suspicions about 
the scandal that rocked Ronald* 
Reagan’s presidency — that Iran . 
arms sales profits had illegally 
been diverted to Nicaraguan con- 
tra rebels. 

Mr. Gates, then CIA deputy 
director, said he reported the 
suspicions to then-OA Director 
William Casey and the White 
House. Present and former CIA 
officials generally backed his 
word at bearings on Thursday 
and Friday. 

But Senator Bill Bradley, a 
New Jersey Democrat, said 
another issue could potentially 
block Mr. Gates's Senate con- 
firmation — his handling of the 
Reagan administration's intelli- 
gence sharing with Iraq in 1986 
during the Iran-Iraq war. 

The CIA gave Iraq a top-secret 
satellite link that not only helped 
it launch precise bombing raids 
on banian oQ ter minals and pow- 
er plants but helped to get satel- 
lite pictures hours later showing 
bow effective the raids had been. 



Robert M. Gates 


according to news reports at the 
■ time. 

Mr. Bradley has been pressing 
Gates and other witnesses all 
week on whether Mr. Gates 
violated the law because the op- 
eration amounted to a covert 
operation requiring a presidential 
order or “finding” that must be 
sent to Congress. 

Mr. Gates replied that it was 
not a covert operation but simply 
sharing of intelligence between 
U.S. and Iraqi intelligence agen- 
cies requiring no such order. 

Mr. Boren has cut off most 
questioning on the subject fin' 
fear of jeopardising Iranian parti- 
cipation in efforts to release U.S. 
hostages in Lebanon. 

But Mr. Bradley said he in- 
tends to press it in dosed commit- 
tee sessions next week and that it 
potentially could still prevent Mr. 
Gates’s Senate confirmation. 
Under the constitution, if the 
committee approves Mr. Gates's 
nomination it goes on to the foil 
Senate for a vote. 

During an exchange on Friday, 
however, Mr. Boren said: Tm 
not sure that Senator Bradley and 
I agree on the legal interpreter 
tion.” 

Several Republican committee 
members said they had looked 
into, the matter and saw nothing 
in it that would prevent Mr. 
Gates's confirmation. 


Bush said 
to call for 
repeal of 
Zionism 
resolution 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — In 
his speech next week to the 
General Assembly, President 
George Bush will urge repeal of 
the 1975 resolution railing Zion- 
ism a form of racism, the World 
Jewish Congress (WJC) said Fri- 
day. 

Elan Steinberg, executive 
director of the WJC, said the 
group was told by a government 
official that Mr. Bush will call on 
the world body to rescind the 
measure or supersede it with 
another resolution. 


Administration officials in 
Washington, who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity, confirmed 
the report. 

One official said the speech 
was in “veiy rough draft form,” 
that it contained many sections 
still to be filled, especially on the 
Middle East, and was as “a philo- 
sophical speech, not a laundry list 
of proposals." 

The Bush administration, like, 
its predecessors, has gone on 
record deploring linkage of Zion- 
ism with racism. “We would like 
to see this linkage revoked as 
soon as possible,” said the second 
official in Washington. 

Israel has said the resolution 
calls into question the integriy, 
objectivity and credibility of the 
United Nations in any peace pro- 
cess — evidence that the world 
body is hopelessly biased against 
Israel. 


Hanan Ashrawi, professor, mother and negotiator 


RAMALLAH, Occupied 
West Bank (R) — Hanan 
Ashrawi is a sharp wilted and 
articulate woman professor 
of English . 

In March, tbe Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
chose her as one of three 
Palestinians to meet U.S. 
Secretary of State James 
Baker on his quest for Middle 
East peace. 

Today she is emerging as a 
leading voice of foe 1.75 mil- 
lion Palestinians in the 
Israeli-occupied territories. 

“All of us are political 
beings. Yon are born with a 
burden and a responsibility. 
Yon can't afford to detach 
yourself from the fate of your 
own people," she told Reu- 
ters in an inverview before 
meeting Mr. Baker once 
again early Friday. 

Mr. Baker, who has visited 
the region seven times since 
the end of the Gulf war, 
delayed a trip to Syria for jthe 
unscheduled meeting with 
Dr. Ashrawi in Amman. 

Dr. Ashrawi, 45, sent by 
the PLO to see Mr. Baker to 
convey their position oo U.S. 
proposals for a Middle East 
peace conference, told Reu- 
ters she would rather Palesti- 
nians stay away from the con- 
ference than agree to Israeli 
conditions. 

“Accepting the dictates of 
the occupier over the occu- 
pied is a violation of Palesti- 
nian national self-determina- 
tion and unity,” she said. 

Disagreement over bow 
Palestinians will be repre- 
sented is still one of foe nut- • 
jor obstacles to convening a 



Hanan Ashrawi 


conference. Israel wants PLO 
represe n tatives and Palesti- 
nians from East Jerusalem 
barred from attending. 

Dr. Ashrawi gained prom- 
inence partly because Israel 
will only deal with Palesti- 
nians from foe West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip, 

Bnt her committment to 
tbe PLO is unwavering and 
despite pressure to accept 
Israeli conditions, she insists 
Palestinians be allowed to 
choose their own representa- 
tives. 

Dr. Ashrawi is sought 
almost daily be tbe interna- 
tional press for comments. 
Her perfect English, easy 
smile and Western style of 
dress has made her popular 
among U.S. television net- 
works who frequently inter- 
view her on the Palestinian 


perspective. 

Million saw Dr. Ashrawi 
clutching a gas in ber 
basement in a dramatic de- 
scription on foe U.N. Cable 
News Network of life under 
Israeli army curfew during 
the Gulf war. 


Last May, Dr. Ashrawi 
hammered home a political 
point by joking with Mr. 
Baker when he arrived late to 
a meeting with Palestinian 
leader after crossing the 
bridge from Jordan to tbe 
occupied West Bank. 


“Don’t worry. We Palesti- 
nians know why yon were 
late — foe Israelis were sear- 
ching you and all your be- 
longings tbe way they do to 
ns at the border," she 
quipped. 

Nearly fair years after a 


Palestinian uprising against 
Israeli rule in foe occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip - 
. began. Dr. Ashrawi said she ■ r 
dreams of living in an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state and ( {. 

wont settle for less. 

Bom two years before- 
Israel’s creation in 1948 to a 
Christian family, Dr. Ashra- 
wi has been entrenched in the 
Arab- Israeli conflict most of 
her life. 

Her father was involved in 
the Palestinian resistance to 
the establishment of Israel in 
1948 and participated in the 
founding meeting of tbe FLO 
in 1964, Dr. Ashrawi said. 

She was studying at the 
American University in 
Beirut in 1967 when Israel 
occupied the West Bank, 
East Jerusalem and the Gaza 
Strip. 

She said she dug shelters in 
Palestinian refugee camps in 
Lebanon and began her poli- 
tical work there on behalf of 
foe Palestinian cause. 

“I immediately became in- 
volved because I came face to 
face with the substance of 
reality, not just abstract poli- 
tics.” 

An English professor at foe 
West Bulk’s Bir Zeit Uni- 
versity, Dr. Ashrawi lives 
with her husband Entile, who 
is a musician and a photo- 
grapher for tbe United Na- 
tions, and her daughters 
Zeina, 10, and Amal, 14. 

“I want my daughters to 
have a future," Dr. Ashrawi 
said. “They were bom under 
occupation, they don’t know 
freedom. They deserve a free 
childhood.” 



to deepen 
Suez 


ISMAILIA Egypt (R) — The. 
Suez Canal Authority (SCA) 
plans to deepen the 122 -year-old 
rhanwi to allow a new genera- 
tion of supertankers to cany oil* 
through the waterway. 

SCA Chairman Ezzat Adel 
tokl Reuters he hoped foe plan 
would go ahead despite a possible 


• — cur r « ■ > 

fine, which now carries oil from, 
supertankers which cannot use. 
tire canal' if fully loaded. 

' The gov ern ment-owned SCA is 
studying a range of plans, tbe 
most ambitious of which would 
cost a billion dollars, to deepen 
the channel and allow VLGQs 
(very large^urude carriers) with 
up to two million barrels of ofl to 
pass through. 

“For the next 20 years, ofl wiD 
be the main source of energy', tbe 
Arab Gulf will be the main pro- 
ducing area and Europe wfll be 
the main consumers,” Mr. Adel 
said. 


The canal is now Egypt’s 
second biggest sources of badly 
needed foreign currency, after its 
400,000 barrels per day (bpd) of 
ofl exports. 

Mr. Adel said that, contrary to 
initial fears, traffic through the 
canal actually rose during the 
Gulf crias. 


Egypt's revenue from the canal 
jumped-by 18.2 per cent in the 
year ending Jane 30 to $1,777 
million from 4,453 million in 
1969/90 as. Gulf ml producers 


built up floating stocks in 
Europe. Ofl accounted for about 
35 per cent of foe canal’s traffic. 

But non-oil trade to and from 
tbe Gulf dropped over 20 per cent 
in tbe same period. 

“Reconstruction demand in 
Kuwait is not as expected, there 
is still a blockade on Iraq and 
other Gulf countries are 'feeling 
the costs of the (Gulf) war,” Mr. 
Add said. 

Plans to expand the canal’s 
capacity were more than 50 per 
cent likely to go ahead, he said, 
adding that the SCA and Sumed 
could avoid competition by in- 
creasing Egypt’s market share 
and taking cargoes which now 
went round Africa to Europe. 

He said tbe plans, to be de- 
cided -on early next year, would 
also.be affected by what size, ships 
replaced the world’s ageing tank- 
er fleets and whether other coun- 
tries followed foe United States 
in changing tanker specifications { 
to make them safer. 

“If we get one VLCC a day, 
fully loaded, this wfll be veiy 
attractive,” be said. 

The SCA could finance foe 
project itself, he said, but would 
seek soft loans so as not to; 
deprive the government of some 
of its income. 

“I hope foe Suez Canal and 
Sumed will not confront each 
other with competition,” Mr. 
Adel said, adding he hoped the 
Egyptian government, which 
owns half of Sumed, would inter- 1 | 
vene if either firm took “contra-* 
dictory measures.” 

Sumed, whose other half is 
owned by Gulf (til producers, 
plans to spend $120 million to' 
increase the pipeline's capacity by 
50 per cent to 2.4 million bpd. 

VLCCs now unload at SumexTs 
Red Sea terminal at ’Ain Sukhat, • 
pass through the Suez Canal and 
pick their cargoes up against at 
the Mediterranean' terminal of 
SSdS Kereir. 

“Mr. Adel said Sumed origj-*| 
nally wanted to double its capac- 
ity, which would have caused a 
fight,” but then scaled down its 
plans. 

Mr. Adel said the SCA, . which 
Egypt nationalised and then 
fought a war to keep in 1956, was 
free from government interfer- 
ence and for the last eight years 
had increased its tolls only to 
match inflation in its main client 
states of Western Europe. 


HUDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Mexico demands repatriation of 15 




MEXICO OTY (R) — Mexico said Friday that J5^6f its nationals 
were . being held as virtual hostages fey an Iranian company, and C&i 
that it may appeal tothe United Nations to win then release. ^ 

thtH^ustrial Fishing CosnpaBy. of tai to worik 'WLtrabMi 
the Middle East. It said fae work contrast the men signed had beel'f 
broken repeatedly by the Iranians. When the Mexicans demanded ' r 

to be sent home, their passports and other travel documents were^.t^- 
eoufiscated. The disgruntled workers jumperi ship eartier thjg'. & 
month in the United Arab Emirates where fa'mrfw asylum Z- 

potice station in Dubai. But. police bundled 13 of them back;; 
aboard the tuna boats and they are believed to have been taken to^ 1 
thctraoianportofBaiKlarAbba^thoForeignMinrttTy j-y c£ 

Mexico was now co ns ide rin g appeaKn^to foe United Nation*/* 
Human Rights Commission to win the men’s rc^satriationfromlran j 

and :the United .Arab Emirates. _ Jr 




Chad, Libya sign cooperation agreement 


.«.y 




N’DJAMENA (R) — Chad and Libya have tidied a security and 
cooperation ag ree me nt to facilitate travel and trade between the 
two countries, Chad announced Friday. Tbe accord signed recently 
m Tripoli establishes procedures for ex change of .any remaining 
prisoners from a 15-year border war between the two countries, 
Information Minister Mahamet Saleh Ahmat said. It also covenr 
repatriation of Chadian nationals firing in Libya, Mr. Ahmat said. 
Official sources in Chad’s capital N’djamena said the accord, foe 
fust of its kind since' President Idriss Deby, with Iibyan aid, 
overthrew! former President Hfcsene Habre, wookl give 
; increased access to northern Chad. They said Libya has 
ly issued identity cards to residents of the remote desert areas 
under terms of foe new accord, would continue to do so. 'Relations 
between Libya and Chad have vastly improved since Mr. Deby 
overthrew Mr. Habre in a coup last December. Tbe two countries 
fought a border war over the mineral-rich AouzoU Strip ending in 
1988 with Chad’s defeat of Libyan forces. 
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Saudis to give $1m to air museum 


LONDON (AP) — Saudi Arabia’s ambassador in Washington has, j*s 
promised $1 moti on toward a planned American air museum in 
England, organisers said. They said tbe pledge followed a meeting * j 
between the ambassador. Prince Bandar Ben Sultan, and ManhalJTtfQJ I 
of foe Royal Air Force Sir John Grandy, who met at Cranwdr 
Royal Air Force College- “When tbe air chief marshal told trim about -s ..' 7 
foe project .foe prince thought it was a good thing to s uppor t .” said' v. J 

Frank Crosby, spokesman at the Imperial War Museum in^-r^ 
London. Mr. Crosby said that in recognition of thegjft a special )) - 
section of the air museum wifi be devoted to “the decisive role ofZ ■; - 
air power in the Gulf war between the U.S., British and Saudi;.' .. 
Arabian air forces.” Marshal Grandy is joint chairman witfa^ r-.’i 
American actor Charlton Heston of the ‘appeal for £8 million to'.', 
build the air museum at Duxford airfield, 72 kilometres north o£*-— 
London. Duxford was a U.S. air base during Worid War Q. Mr.CV-- 
Heston was a tafl-gmmer on B-25 bombers with U.S. foroes in the 7)1”- 
Far East in World War H, Mr. Crosby said. “Daring the war, r ~7 £7 
30,000 American airmen were killed flying from British bases and : ^7r. v 
tire air museum will be a firing memorial to them,” Mr. Crosby - 
said. A direct-mail appeal in tire United States for foe air museuai__— — 
has already raised $650,000 from more than 20,000 individual 
donors, Mr. Crosby said. Duxford airfield now belongs to the 
Imperial War Museum' which keeps a collection, of 120 historic 
aircraft there, including 20 U.S. planes. The American air museum 
will open in the mid-1990s if the appeal succeeds. 


U.S. army pilots rescued after crash 




BAHRAIN (AP) — Two U.S. army Aviators were rescued after 
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thefr helicopter flying from the frigate USS Stark crashed in tbe 
northern Gulf waters, the U.S. navy reported Saturday. Hie pilots 3 
were flying a U.S. army OH-53D Kiowa Warrior, which is an 3 ^^ 
armed helicopter, according to tbe statement from U.S. naval* 1 
forces central command. The pilots were picked up by a second SrK '- '■* 
Kiowa Warrior helicopter, also attached to tire Stark, the state- 
ment said. The crash was at 9:35 p.m. (1835 GMT) Friday, and the 
aviators and their rescuers were back on the stark at lODl pjn. 

(2201 GMT), acconfing to the statement. Both crew members 
suffered “non-serions injuries," it said. They were evacuated by a 
SK-60 SEA Hawk helicopter from another frigate, the USS 

McQusky, to a U.S. army hospital in Dhahnm, Saudi Arabia. The 

cause of tbe crash tvas being investigated by foe U.S. army, the 
statement said. The Stark is the frigate that was hit by two Exiocet 
missiles on May 17; 1987, during the Iraq-Iran war, kflfing 37 UJ5./ * 
sailors. Tbe nrnsfles were fined by the Iraqis who later apologised 
saying the attack was unintentional. Last weekend, aU5. navy Sea 1 
Dragon helicopter crashed in the northern Gulf regions shortly/ 
after takeoff from the amphibious assanlt ship USS Peleliu. All sin 
men aboard were lolled. Investigations -are stffl proceeding in that 
incident, one of the worst the U.S. forces in the Gulf suffered since 


the end of tbe Gulf war. Air, naval and ground -forces have 
sustained 71 non-combat fatalities since the end of the hostilities. *-• 


Big drug haul discovered In Turldsh truck 


DOVER, England (R) — British customs officers Friday arrested. a 
Turkish driver after discovering heroin with a street value of 
than £7 milli on hidden in the wheels of las truck. A customs! 
spokesman said 66 kflogrammes of heroin were discovered in 
spare wheels of the track arriving from Turkey via foe Balkans. 
They also discovered 350 kflogrammes of cannabis valued at £1.2 
million in another kwry that arrived by ferry at the southern pest 
Dover from Ostend, Belgium, Thursday. Two men' were beii _ 
questioned. Earlier tiraweek, a court sentenced three Turkish men 
tokmgjafltenmfOTtryi^tosnruggfe530kflogranunes of heroin, 
the largest haul, of heroin seized by British customs, in two trucks 
last November.'Tbe lorries had also come by the sokailed “Balkan 
Route” increasingly favoured by drag smugglers — from Turkey, 
through Yugoslavia, Austria, Germany and Belgium. 
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685326. 

Ctiifi g cd Lafhcrau Charch Td: 

811295. 

Tbe Otardi of Jew Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 823824, 654932. 
Chart* or the Nan— td. 675691. 


USEFUL TEUSPHi 


NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


BuDciia suppled by tbe Department of 
Mete o rology. 


It will be pardy doudy and relatively 
cold and winds win be norttawesterty 
moderate to fresh. In Aqaba, it win be 
dusty with northerly moderate to fresh 
Winds and cabn seas. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. ZonZaghJod 

Dr. Abdd Had Tayyem .. 
Or. Abdd Majid AlShaer 

. Dr. YovacfSammow 

Firm pharmacy 

Fcrdows pharmacy 

AlAsema pharmacy ....... 

Naiionkb pharmacy 

AlSafam pharmacy 

' Yacoob pharmacy - 

Shmfinm phaimacy ....... 


.638591 

.620115 

.791405 

.615648 

.661912 

.778336 

.637055 

.623672 

.636730 

.644945 

.637660 


SI. Joseph Charch Td. 624590. 
Charch of the Amwmrttioe Tel. 
637440 

be b Safe Charch Td. 6617JJ 
Toman Chart* Tel: 622366 
Ctardi of the Ai— nridha Td. 


Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 14/26 

Aqaba 21 / 33 

Doerts 15/28 

Jordan Valley 20/34 


OUUD: 

Dr. Mazes Ahb Baker. 
AI Sharaa' pharmacy ... 


.... (-) 

.275825 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Samir Lawti .... 
KbaHfeh pharmacy 


y 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 


man 25. Ajpb 3 32- Humkfity readings: 


Amman 

cent. 


per cent. Aqaba 40 per 


Food Control Centre 

Gvfl Defence Department ..... 


.637111 

.661111 


Chrfl Defence I minrdi a i e 

Reacne 630341 

CM Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue PQBoe — 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Foliee — -896390 

Mfc Security Department — 63032 1 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price CoKJjpMniB — 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints.. 897467 

Amman MamripaSty 

Compbrina 787111 

T el e ph one I n forma t ion 

(dWwy assistance) 121 

Overseas Ods ....... 010230 

Central Amman T ele pho ne . 

Repairs ............................ 623101 

Abdrf Telephone Repairs . — 661101 

Jordan Tderitioo 773211 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authoriw 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Eleemc Power 

Company .... — ........ 636381 

RJ Flight Information ..... — 08*53200 
Queen Aha Inti. Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 


Hnssein Medical Centre 

Khabdi Maternity, J. Amu „ 
AkDch Maternity. J. Amu.. 

Jabal Amman Marrmiiy...- 

Maflias, J. Amman 

Palestine, SbDdsaai , 
Shmekad Hospital ... 


The MfflmkL 
AI-AMt, Abdati 

hafian, Al-Muhajicen ....... 

AI-Basirir, J. Asfarafieh ...... 

Army, Marka 

Queen Atia Hospital 

Amd Hospital ........... 


813813/32 
. 644281/6 
. 642441/2 
,..642362 
.... 636140 
. 664271/4 
.... 669131 
...845845 

. 667227/9 
666127/37 
. 664164/6 
. 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 
60224000 
... 674155 


QUEEN AUA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


12s4« TripoS < 

14*5 Bahrain! 

184* - 

2*35 Beiruti 


UppuSkma price k Or per 
Apple TOO/ _ 

500/ W 


This mfofmMtjon la aappBed by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) wfoimati oin dcpmrt- 
mcatatthe Queen ASa lateraaaoaal 
Airport TeL (06)53200J, where k 
should always be verified. 


Royal Jortianfwi (RJ) Rights 
(Ter minal 1) 




450/400 at 


550/ 450 t 
150/100 

■MW 






Cbcttmbeta ( 


180/120 


1 




08:15 


Beirut! 

Aqaba! 


Rmprtj Jordanian (RJ) Fllghta 
(Temnnel 1) 


ZARQA: 

Zxrqa Govt. Hospital 



ffclS 

1*30 

1*30 

10j45 


Hospital (09)990990 


ntBflk 

Princes* Basma Hospital .. 

Greek Catholic F 
Dm Al Nifea Hospital. 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


Ms45 
1M .. 
1I-J8 ... 
TIM .. 
1848 _ 

am ... 

t&25 ... 
1*88 .. 
15:18 ... 
IMS „ 


Aqaba 

Jeddah 

Dotal, Abo Dhabi 
... Dubai 


Doha, Bahrain 

— Bcknt 

Madrid 

.Carre 


New York 
... Istanbul 

. Rome 


Pads, Geneva 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


— Frimkfmt- Vi enna 

— London, Brussels 
28M5 .... New York, Amstenctan 


am Tank. Casablanca! 

12*48 .... Istanbul | 

1*88 Carrol 

» Lannkai 

21:88 Dhahranl 

21:81. Riyadh l 

21*38 Dubai! 

11:38 Danascas! 


21*85 Abn Dhabi! 

21*45 Koala Lumpor.i 

2£38 ... 

22*45 - 

8fc85 


CfirHc ■ ii( 

-320/280 '?< . , =' 

250/208 

. innrt / ono vl. ^ 

Cnpca 

issfcar^ 

^ 900 /80tl 7 
i... 220/168- ■ \ “V. 

. 350/300 V‘ :■* 

MnnwAarpe}' 

i. 200/BB 

oh* 

_ 3W'3^ j.; 

■ Vvs 

• - em/jwt i iv *- 

Onioo(dnrV ... 

>«/-») 

Orenge..,. 

... 400/358 

Peaches .... - 

Fkms 

508/400 ’ 


Ottrar Hlghts (Twminal 2) 

Mas ; Rouie(AZ) 

13*8 Tripoli (LN) 

IMS Bahrain (Of) 

15*15 Lamaca(CY) 




Street-melon 
Tomatoes 


watermelon 


240/l»V^is'"' 

3007 250 SO h-. .J 


130®' 


130 / - JOE O V* 5 

• v c !rV 

-■-• vr.- - 

.. \ * * 
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refugees sign petition 
U.S. peace plan 
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By Sana S sM w^h 

Ratter 

BAQA'A CAMP — Tens of 
thousands of Palestinian re- 
fugees, d isu n 'i Wu i g die U.S. Mid-. 
dleEastpcacep^D asasefl-ont, 
have signed a petition saying the. 
PLO alone should represent them 
at any Arab-IsraeG conference. 

Palestinian community leaders 
shoved, journalists petitions 
signed by 93,000 refugees from 11 
camps in Jordan. They said a 
Gutter 180,000 signatures had 
been coQected from Palestinians 
in Lebanon, Syria and other parts 
of the world. 

“We announce that our people 
will not be responsible for any 
(peace) negotiations or -agree- 
ments that are concluded without 
the PLO," the petition read. 
“Any Palestinian representation 
from outside the PLO is a fake 


and forged one winch aB our 
people condemn." 

The petition, sent to the Pales- 
tine National Council (PNC) or. 
1 parliament in exile, described the 
latest U.S. peace initiative as a 
bid to impose “a surrender solution 
on the Arab-Israeli conflict at the 
expense of the Palestinian peo- 
ple's legitimate rights." 

The PNC begins a crucial meet- 
ing in Algiers on Monday to 
decide whether Palestinians will, 
go to a U.S. and Sonet spo ns ored 
peace conference which U.S. 
Secretary, of S tate James- Balter 
has been trying to organise for 
next month. 

The petition was released a day 
after PLO Chairman Yasser. Ara- 
fat sent West Bank academic 
Hanan Ashnrwi to Jordan in an 
unsuccessful last-minute bid to 
wring stronger assurances on the 
peace con fere nce from Mr. Bak- 


er. 

Israel refuses to meet the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion which it says is bent on die 
destruction of die Jewish state. 

Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, Egypt 
and Israel have agreed — with 
conditions — to the holding of a 
conference. 

The PLO has not yet accepted 
a proposal to scad a joint delega- 
tion to c ir c um v en t Israel's refusal . 
to talk to the PLO but officials in 
Amman believe the FLO would 
agree after securing some U.S. 
guarantees. 

The Palestinian community 
leaders talked to journalists in 
Baqa’a, just north of Amman, 

■ borne to more than 120,000 re- 
fugees who fled to Jordan during 
the 1984 and 1976'Mkkile East 
wars. 

The refugees* petition said the 
PLO should take part in the con- 


ference in its own right and on an 
equal footing with other parties 
to the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

The PLO had a right to name 
its deletion to the peace talks to 
include Palestinians from any- 
where including Jerusalem, it 
added. Israel refuses to contem- 
plate delegates from East Jeru- 
salem winch it seized in the 1967 
Middle East war and later 
- annexed. 

The petition said PLO parti- 
cipation would guarantee a dur- 
able peace that would secure the 
Palestinian peoples' right to re- 
turn to their land and set up an 
independent Palestinian state. 

“We reaffirm that the current 
American peace formula is in 
contradiction with our minimum 
national rights and the minimum 
requirements of international 
legitimacy,” it added. 
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ForrigH Minister Abdul Karim A1 IryanL arrived hi Amman Saturday for talks with the 


Higher Joint 


Yemeni Committee (Petra photo) 
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Yemeni foreign minister arrives for talks 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Yemeni 
Foreign Minister Abdul Karim 
AJ Ixyani arrived in Am umn 
Saturday to take part in the 
Higher Joint Jordanian- 
Yemeni Committee due to 
open its meeting in Amman 
Sunday undeT the co- 
chsannanship of Prime Mmk- 
ter Taber Masri and his Yeme- 
ni counterpart, Haider Abd 
Baker AI Attas. 

The meeting assumes a spe- 


cial importance as it is befog 
held under very critical cir- 
cumstances in the Arab World, 
said Dr. Iryam in an arrival 
statement. 

The higher committee, he 
said, was expected to discuss a 
wide range of topics in econo- 
mic, trade, scientific, cultural. 
Youth and Industrial fields. 
Strong cooperation in these 
matters, reflect the very strong 


ties between Amman and 
Sanaa, Dr. Iryani said. 

To pave the way for the 
higher committee meeting, a 
team of officials from both 
sides have been meeting in 
Amman over the past three 
days. The team of officials are- 
reported to have prepared a set 
of recommendations and re- 
solutions including ways for 
promoting trade exchan g es, 
according to informed sources. 
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CHINESE -TRpUPE ItfcJQBDAN ~ The Ctimt Cbm *, 
Jiang Fate Troope wfl he vfaffing Jordan between Sept. 26 and' v 
Sept. 30 at the fe v to t l au of the Ministry of Culture and 
Information. The inmpe, which is made up of artists from various 
Chinese provinces, wffl present performances at the Rapt 
Cnttnnl Centre fo Anunan and then wB move on to other aaeaa of 
Jordan. The Chinese troupe, which was founded hi 1949, fc made 
up of 200 artists. The troupe presents fok amstc and fok dancing. 



Amman 

Chamber of 
Industry 
issues 
handbook 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Amman 
Chamber of Industry has issued a 
handbook giving detailed in- 
formation about Jordanian indus- 
tries. 

The handbook, in Engfish, has 
517 pages and gives Informational 1 
background about various indust- 
rial .firms, their development, 
types of products they manufac- 
ture and marketing in Jordan and 
abroad. 

The handbook is divided into; 
four main parts giving n«m#»y 
addresses of the companies, pro- 
ducts they manufacture and im- 
port export trade markets. 

In a ddi t ion, the handbook cot> 
tarns useful information about 
Jordan, its location, population,' 
area, aspects of economic life and 
other features of the Kingdom in 
addition to information about the 
Amman Chamber -of Industry • 
and its services to thejmblfc. - 

A chamber statement said that 
copies of the handbook have 
already reached government 
mini s tri es, Jordanian embassies 
abroad and foreign embassies in 
Amman through the Foreign 
Ministry. The distribution of the 
handbook to the foreign embas- 
sies, die statement, said aims to. 
orient non-Jordanians on the-. 
types and quality of national in- 
dustrial products. 



ART DONATION — Jordanian plastic artist Mohammad 
Raffq At lahham ha s rec eived a letter from the United Nations 
Oddm Fund (UNICEF) expres sing gratitude for the contribu- 
tion of Us art work “Jerusalem” to the org anisatio n. The letter 


1 Mr.Lahfca re fon t the art, work wB be ne ed a»naeaaon*t 
j card by UNICEF dar i ng 1992. UNICEF nonuagy pri nts 
c a r d s sod sells them to the pubtfc with the proc e eds benefiti ng 
children. 
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Paintings make viewer part of setting 




f By Mate Addas! 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — On entering the 
art. gallery of the Abdel 
Hameed Sherman Foundation, 
the onlooker is pleasantly sur- 
prised by the riot of vivid 
colours that ' sprout; out of tire 
“naive” art op display. 

The intense colours and the 
story book atmosphere of the 
works displayed give tins type 
of?rt a unique and refreshing 
flavour. Each wok engulfs tire 
Odlpofcer into a time and place 
that has been captured xnoS, 
water odours, or aoyKc to the 
; finest of detail on canvas or, as 
in some cases, wood, or hard- 
board. Each work teSs a story . 

"h ope of tire 85 paintings m 
tire gallery , . aS hf German 


artists, there is as oQ on wood* 
of a Cafe with people eating, 
'and drinking and brings to life 
a coffee step score. In tins, 
painting the figures are fiat — 
they are not drawn to appear 
three- du&enskra&I because the 
artist has foregone the rules of 
perspective to some degree, bet 
not altogether, because distant 
figures are smaller in size. 


art review 


In another work, an acxylic 
and tempera on pasteboard en- 
titled "Snowed In,” the art 
piece k drawn as though it is a 
perfect replica of a photo- 
graph, making it. appear as 
though tire onlooker is there at 
tire trsn station beside tire 


snowed in train. 

Typically, and in almost ev- 
ery wort of this land, a. great 
dal of action is illustrated. In 
the ofl on canvas entitled “CSr- 
ais" there are hundreds of 
people panted in .the circus 
tent. There is enough detail to 
see facial expressions in the 
minute faces painted, with the 
circus members doing their 
acts. 

Lookfog closely at many of 
the paintings, it is not unusu al 
to see two left hands on the 
samp figure or items that seem 
-like they are floating because 
there -are no shadows shown. 
Accordingly, ait critics have 
nxficated that the naive artist 
or instinctive artis is bora, not 
made. 

Critics go bade to the origin . 


of the word naive, which is the 
Latin "natives," me aning in- 
born and original. “In our use 
of the word meara uninhi- 
bited,” wrote the former direc- 
tor of the art museum in Bask, 
George Schmidt. 

The drildHire directness that 
some naive art reflects is (me 
aspect of tins type of art that 
does not change. Although 
academic sldU is the naive 

artist’s secret wish, the art does 
not have the elements that are 
taught in the academics such s 
the iOusiou of the third dimen- 
sion and the effects of light and 
shade. 

The exhibition, which was 
made possible in cooperation 
with the Abdel Hameed Sho- 
rn an Foundation and the 
Goethe Institute, will continue 
until Sept 25. 


Iraqi foreign minister blasts U.S. 
over renewed threats to attack Baghdad 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Iraq’s foreign 
minister, Ahmad Hussein AJ 
Khudayer, arrived in Amman 
Saturday on his way to New York 
to take part in the U.N. General 
Assembly meeting. 

In an airport statement, Mr. 
Khudayer strongly criticised tire 
United States for threatening to 
use force against Iraq because 
Baghdad refuses to allow U.N. 
helicopters to fly over Iraqi terri- 
tory. 

This is not the first time tire 
United States issues threats against 
Iraq, which has been fully 
cooperating with the U.N. in- 
spection teams and offering 
them all facilities to help carry 
out tixar.nnssions, Mr. Khudayer 
said. 

In reply to a question about a 
Security Council resolution 
allowing Iraq to sell limited 
amoun ts of ofl, Mr. Khudayer 
that the harsh conditions and 
-terms attached to the resolution 
violate Iraq's sovereignty and 
dignity: 

On Thursday, tire council gave 
Iraq penmsskm to resume limited 
ofl sales. The resolution said Iraq 
can sell up to S1.6 bflfton worth of 
oil in six months to pay for 
emergency food and medicine 
and contribute to a fund for war 
victims. 

Mr. Khudayer smd that if tire 
Security Council is keen to re- 
spond to Iraq's humanitarian 
needs, it should not attach condi- 



Iraqi Foreign Minister Ahmad Hussein Al Kho- 
dayer, in brief stop in Amman, bolds fates with 
Jordanian officials. Mr. Khudayer later left for 


New York to take part in a U.N. 
Assembly meeting (Petra photo). 


General 


tions to the resolution but should 
allow tbe Iraqis to receive their 
full humanitarian needs in re- 
sponse to a report by U.N. envoy 
to Iraq Prince Sadruddin Aga 

Khan 

During his stay in New York, 


Mr. Khudayer said that he would 
meet with a number of foreign 
ministers from around the world. 
Also arriving in Amman Saturday 
was Iraq's ofl minister, Usama 
Abdul Razzaq, who is on his way 
to Geneva to participate in the 


meetings of the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC). The minister was met at 
the afrport by Minister of Energy 
and Mineral Resources Thabet 
Al Taher and Iraq's ambassador 
to Jordan Noun Ismael AJwais. 


European delegation visiting Jordan 
to review ongoing developments in area 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A European 
Parliamentary Delegation is cur- 
rently visiting Jordan at tbe invita- 
tion of the Jordanian Parliament. 

Chairman of the European De- 
legation Dimitrios Nianias and 
four other parliamentarians be- 
gan their visit on Saturday with 
meetings with Ahmad AI Lawzi, 
President of tire Senate and Dr. 
Fawzi Tairoeh, Acting Speaker of 
the Lower House and members 
of both houses. 

The two sides held constructive - 
talks on tire relations between 
Europe and the Arab World, 
with emphasis on the peace pro- 
cess, the situation of tire Palesti- 
nian people and the economic 
and social consequences of the 
Gulf- Crisis for Jordan. 

The - Jordanian ■ side clarified 
their stance on the Palestinian 


question and restated their desire 
for a just and peaceful solution in 
accordance with U.N. Resolu- 
tions 242 and 338. 

The European Parliamentary 
Delegation agreed with the need 
to apply tire U.N. resolutions and 
called for a peaceful and secure 
solution for all peoples and coun- 
tries in the region. 

During the meetings, tbe two 
sides reviewed their relations 
since the signing of a European 
Community-Jordan Cooperation 
Agreement. Since 1977, the EC 
has provided Jordan with 
grants and loans for economic 
and social development. A furth- 
er $151.2 million will be allocated 
for the 1992-1996 Fourth Pro- 
'tocoL 

* During tbe Gulf Crisis, tire 
EC provided $168.4 million in 


emergency aid in support of Jor- 
dan’s evacuee programme. 30 per 
cent of the total aid provided by 
tire international co mmuni ty, ha 
February 1991, a grant of $180 
million was made to Jordan as 
one of the frontline states most 
affected by the Gulf Crisis. 

On Saturday afternoon, the 
Delegation visited Baqa’s refugee 
camp, where they were briefed by 
Paul David of UNRWA and vi- 
sited families in the camp. 

They are expected to meet His 
Majesty King Hussein, Prime 
Minister Taher Masri and Mink , 
ter of Finance Basel Jardaneh 
today. 

The delegation, which arrived 
here Friday, will leave for Syria 
on the next leg of their current 
Middle East tour. 


The Housing Crisis 

Astronomical rents leave 
some Jordanians unable to 
find housing in own country 


7 Ins is die first in a series of 
articles that seek to examine 
tbe current bousing crisis in 
Jordan. This article deals with 
tbe rental sector and tbe effect 
of tbe returnees on prices. 


By Nhbl M. Ibrahim 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Tbe sudden in- 
flux of a large number of retur- 
nees from Kuwait and the 
other Gulf states has pushed 
house rental prices to levels 
rarely seen in tire past decade, 
leaving many Jordanians strug- 
gling to find a place to live. 

Some apartment rents have 
risen between 30 per cent and 
70 per cent since the end of tbe 
Gulf war, said Soha Ham- 
moure, a real estate agent with 
Saudi Real Estate in Amman. 

“It was like that (after) the 
devaluation of the Jordanian 
dinar but it started to really be 
a problem after the Guff war 
because of the expatriates 
coining back," said Ms. Ham- 
moure, who has been active in 
the local market since 1986. 

The situation, she said, has 
rapidly deteriorated. “We 
have reached tbe stage where 
people are living on the pave- 
ment," Ms. Hammoure said. 
“The situation is critical." 

Yusari Aljaabri, owner of 
Abdoun Real Estate in Am- 
man, said he bad seen similar 
market trends. 

“There’s too much de- 
mand,” he said. “There are 
not enough houses for rent 
When you don’t have houses, 
prices go up. If ifs a good 
house, it will be rented before 


the people are out, especially 
near diplomatic areas.” 

As if to underscore the real- 
tors’ views, statistics from the 
Department of Lands and Sur- 
veys reveal that there were 
about 50,000 empty apartments 
in Jordan before the Gulf war. 
With tbe influx of an estimated 

300.000 returnees, coupled 
with about 100,000 Iraqis 
fleeing the economic havoc the 
ailied-imposed embargo is 
causing in their country, the 
number of empty apartments in 
the Kingdom has dwindled to 
about 7,000, statistics show. 

The situation has become so 
alarming that many Jordanians 
now find themselves unable to 
live in their own country. An. 
average apartment in west 
Amman now costs about JD 
40,000, Ms. Hammoure said. 
To rent that same apart- 
ment, a family would have, to 
pay between JD 3,500 and JD 

4.000 annually, she said. 

“This figure, for local peo- 
ple, is not acceptable because 
their income is approx im ately 
JD 100 per month,'' Ms. Ham- 
moure said. 

Seeking to take advantage of 
the astronomical rent in- 
creases, a family in tbe Jabal 
Hussein refugee camp is now 
trying to rent a room with 
a small kitchen and bath for 
300. Under normal circumst- 
ances, such accommodations 
would be rented for between 
JD 50 and JD 90, Ms. Ham- 
moure said. 

“(Rents) started iimmamig 
after Sept. 1990 little by little 
and tins year, after April, it 
became very hard to ted a 
house,” Mr. Aljaabri said. 
“Even today, every day prices 


are increasing,’’ he said. 

Because of today’s frrffatgH 
rents, a family would be able to 
buy an average parcel of land 
with three year’s worth of tbe 
rent money it would pay for mi 
average apartment in today’s 
market, said Husain Y. Azar, 
director of statistics at the De- 
partment of Lands and Sur- 
veys. 

The problem is further ex- 
acerbated by the preferential 
treatment many landlords give 
to foreigners. 

“Most of my clients, when 
they ring me up, tell me to give 
priority No. 1 to foreigners,” 
Ms. Hammoure said. 

“We don’t want Arabs and 
we don’t want Jordanians’,” 
she quotes them as saying. 

According to Ms. Ham- 
moure, 90 per cent of landlords 
prefer foreigners. While 
reasons for this vary, most 
foreigners, especially diplo- 
mats, pay between 30 per cent 
and 50 per cent more, she said. 
In addition, Jordanian law 
stipulates that landlords can 
raise the rent for an apartment 
three years after originally • 
renting the apartment to a 
foreigner, according to Ms. 
Hammoure. 

The lade of housing has also 
made it easier on realtors to 
satisfy prospective clients* 
needs — because their cheat's 
standards are lower. 

Before the war, realtors nor- 
mally had to show prospective 
clients about 20 houses before 
successfully completing a deal, 
Mr. Aljaabri saxl. Because of 
today’s high demand, diems 
usually are satisfied after 
seeing two or three houses, he 
said. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

'fe An exUbfikm of naive pointing from Germany ^ Plastic art exhibition by Nidal Jamous at the 
at Abdtd Hameed Sbomao Fbundatfou Gallery. Royal Cultural Centre. 

fr EzhStfikm of paintfugi by Omar Bsoul at the fr fixhfttttoa of ceramics by Iraqi artist Sahun AJ 
French Cultural Centre. Nouri at Ate Art Gdoy. 


Trade 
delegation 
returns 
from Austria 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A Jordanian* 
trade and economic delegation 
returned to Amman Saturday fol- 
lowing a week-long trip to Au- 
stria to discuss trade exchanges' 
and economic ventures, accord- 
ing to Samifa Darwazeh the 
group's leader. 

Die 10 member group, he said, 
held discussions on investment 
and trade with leading Austrian 
businessmen and investors as well 
as members of the Austrian 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The group, which represented 
the Jordanian Exporters Society, 
went to Austria in order to prom- 
ote the sale of Jordanian indust- 
rial products in Austrian markets, 
to invite businessmen to invest in 
Jordan and to discuss prospects 
for joint economic ventures, said 
Mr. Darwazeh in a statement to 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

The Jordanian team, which 
comprised businessmen and mer- 
chants, explained to tbe Austrian 
hosts the Jordanian law on en- 
couraging ■ investments and the 
exemptions offered to investors 
in economic schemes in the King- 
dom, Mr. Darwazeh added. 

He said that the visit, which 
was made through coordination 
between his society and the Au- 
strian embassy in Amman, 
opened the way for the Jo rdanian 
and Austrian businessmen to ex- 
change views and to know about 
Jordanian and Austrian manufac- 
tured products as well as pros- 
pects for marketing thjsm in 
either country. 

Mr. Darwazeh said that Au- 
strian businessmen expressed a 
wilfingess to promote the sale of 
Jordanian industrial products in 
Austrian markets and in Eastern 
European countries as well. The 
Austrian hosts said that Jorda- 
nian products are of hi gh quality 
a nd a re being sold at very com- 
petitive prices in Europe. 

According to Mr. Darwazeh, 
the Austrians are considered the 
main marketers in Eastern Euro- 
pean countries like Yugoslavia, 
Romania, Hungaria, Czechoslo- 
vakia and tbe Soviet Union. 

The talks with the Austrian 
Chamber of Commerce, Mr. 
Darwazeh said, aimed at bolster- 
ing industrial as well as commer- 
cial cooperation between Jordan 
and Austria and the prospects for 
joint ventures in Jordan. 

Mr. Darwazeh said that an 
Austrian delegation is due to visit 
Jordan in December in order to 
examine Jordanian industrial pro- 
ducts. 


Minister creates new 
office 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Industry, Tirade and Supply AS 
Abul Ragheb decided Saturday 
to create at die Ministry of Supp- 
ly an office that will conduct 
studies and draw plans to guide 
and protect consumers in coop- 
eration with the Jordanian Socie- 
ty for Protecting Consumers. The 
office will form a link between 
the society and the ministry and 
will attempt to solve problems 
facing consumers. Mr. Abnl 
Ragheb also decided to appoint 
Mohammad Zaitotm as director 
of tiie office, which mil be a 
nucleus for a new department at 
the ministry in the fixture. 
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Decision with a difference 


IN THE WAKE of U.S. Secretary of State Janies Baker’s 
latest working visit to. the Middle East to promote die 
chances for holding the proposed peace conference, there is 
more, not less, work for the Arabs to do, especially in 
removing re maining differences among them on the peace 
process and otherwise. The annooncement by the foreign 
minister, Dr. Abdullah Easonr, Friday that he and his 
counterparts from Egypt, Syria, Lebanon and the PLO win 
bold a coordination session in New York on the fringes of the 
meetings of the U.N. General Assembly comes therefore at a 
most opportune time. As long as the Arab side remains in 
disarray and divided on strategy and tactics, the probabili- 
ties that the Arabs would emerge from the peace parley 
relatively successful would obviously greatly dimmish . 

Tine each Arab party would be seized with its own set of 
issues and conflicts in talks with the Israelis. Yet, lack of a 
minimum degree of coordination among them would leave 
each and every one of them an easy prey for Israel. Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad confirmed just before Mr. Baker's 
seventh round of tallts with him that Damascus was 
interested not only in the recovery of the Golan Heights but 
also in a comprehensive peace that includes of course the 
resolution of the Palestinian problem in its entirety. His 
Majesty King Hussein is already'on record as saying Jordan 
is concerned most of all with attaining a just and permanent 
solution for the Palestinian problem and the total resolution 
of the Arab-Isradi conflict on the basis of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions 242 and 338. Clearly this Jordanian- 
Syrian position corresponds well with the postures of Egypt, 
Lebanon and the Palestinians as weO. All that has been 
missing tiD now is the fhithftil translation of these principled 
positions into a well articulated and formulated Arab peace 
strategy for the upcoming peace conference. 

Of coarse all this would hinge first and f oremost on the 
decision of the PLO to join the U.S.-led peace efforts. The 
Palestine National Council’s (PNC) Algeria mwimg due to 
begin Monday Is geared to debate this ftmdamental issue. As 
an affirmative derision by the Palestinians would make the 
chance of holding a viable peace parley on the Palestinian 
case and the broader Arab-Israefi conflict that much 
greater, the eyes of the world are naturally focused on that 
momentous gathering to pronounce its final stance on the 
prospective peace negotiations. There is every hope that die 
Palestinians would rise to the level of heavy responsibility 
that rests on their shoulders and undertake the awesome 
task of adopting a positive attitude on what is dearly a 
difficult choice for them. Once that historic decision is 
taken, the New York inerting of the foreign ministers of the 
Arab parties expected to attend the October peace negotia- 
tions would stand a greater chance of success and productiv- 
ity. Not that the Arabs need to wait an extra day before they 
should start work on getting their act together. Bat on this 
.one at least, the Palestinians know they can mak e the 
difference. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IN keeping with its standard policy of undermining U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker's peace bids in the region, Israel has 
authorised its Defence Minister Moshe Arens to announce that 
the Jewish state would not study the prospect of halting die 
construction fo settlements in the occupied territories, said A1 
Ra*i Arabic daily Saturday. The paper said this Israeli policy 
should prompt the U.S. administration to think seriously that its 
delaying the loan guarantees was not sufficient to pressure Israel 
into accepting the American peace plan to end the Arab- Israeli 
conflict. The paper said that Mr. Arens’ statement of defiance 
clearly shows that Mr. Baker’s seventh tour of the region did not 
change anything and was not able to stop Israel's expansionist 
plans in the Arab lands. For this reason, one is led to believe here 
that Mr. Baker might be making yet another trip to the region to 
pave the way for a peace parley, said the paper. But it asked bow 
such parley can begin while the Americans feel i mp otent in the 
face of Israel's policies and cannot halt their settlement plans in 
the occupied territories. The paper noted that although the 
Americans have not yet given assurances which would lead to 
giving the Palestinians their right to self-determination, such a 
right is legitimate under the U.N. Charter and the Palestinians 
will sooner or later attain it through their continued struggle. The 
paper expressed hope that the Arab countries, whose foreign 
ministers are to bold a meeting Wednesday to discuss the 
situation, will take a unified stand vis-a-vis Israel's intransigence 
and thus force the United States to deal more firmly with the 
Jewish state. 


A columnist in A1 Dnstoor Saturday urged the Palestine National 
Council, which is meeting in Algeria soon, to take James Baker’s 
warnings to the Palestinians seriously and to decide which way to 
follow in the ongoing straggle to regain Arab rights in Palestine. 
Taber A1 Udwan said that Mr. Baker bad warned the Palestinians 
that the peace conference could be the last chance for them to 
regain their rights and if they say no they would be the biggest 
losers. The peace conference, winch would be attended by Arab 
countries and Israel, could indeed be the last chance to settle the 
Arab-Israeli issue, said the writer. For this reason, the Palesti- 
nians meeting in Algiers should examine the situation carefully 
before giving their answer. He said it is easy for the council to say 
no to tite conference and to revert to insisting on liberating 
Palestine from the sea to the river and wait for the opportune 
moment to exterminate the Jews once they have gathered in the 
occupied regions. The writer said that the Palestine National 
Council should take Baker’s warnings seriously before choosing 
the right way for the Palestinian people. The council, the writer 
added, should also convince the Palestinians of their decision to 
be taken in reply to America’s invitation to them to tnfa» part in 
the peace conference. He said that a yes or no answer has to be 
well studied and convincing. 



Sunday's Economic Pulse 


By -Dr. Fated Al Fanek 



Inflation soared after the devaluation of the Joidanian dinar, 
•which took place during the twelve months starting October 1988. 
The preliminary prediction at the time was that regai n i n g Stability 
in the p-rahanga and inflation rates will take no less than five years 
of strict and successsful application of die economic correction 
programme which was put into effect in mid-April 1989. 

However, it took less than one year to reach a convincing 
stability of the exchange rate, at around $1-5 to the dinar. 
Inflation, as measured by the cost of living index was, of course, 
expected to take a longer time because it has a setf-propelled 
dynamic nature of its own. 

Inflation in 1988, measured by the cost of the basket of goods 
and service consumed by a typical limited-income family, was 6.6 
per cent. Most of this rise happened during the last quarter of the 
year after the eruption of foe foreign exchange crisis. Inflation 
shot up to 25.3 per cent in 1969, the highest rate on record since 
the foundation of modern Jordan. The rate declined to .16.1 per 
cent in 1990 which compared to the previous year, was considered 
. an achievement. Yet no one dared project a less than 12 to 14 per 
cent inflation rate for 1991. 


What happened so for amounts to a pleasant surprise that is 
worth analysing and understanding. The rise of'prices dis- 
appeared completely after reaching t peak in March.199L.Tlte 
direction of die cost of living index was actually reversed since 
then. The index showed a consistent decline for four months in a 
row, i.e. April, May June and July. The cost of fiving index for 
August is not available yet, but surprises are not expected. The 
.prices were lower by 2.8 per cent during the last four mouths 
compared to foe level reached in March 1991. 


Comparing the price level of 1990, the month to month annual 
inflation rate would be 8.1 per cent This is by no means a low 
rate, but it is very encouraging when compared to the two 
previous years, and may be considered excellent and impressive 
relative to foe expectations which were prevailing a year ago. 

In other words, we can be positive that Ugh inflation in Jordan 
is over for the time being and that a relative stability of domestic 
prices has been recovered. 

This astounding achievement was not brought about only 
through die right monetary and trade policies applied by the 


Central Bank of Jordan and foe govermnent. These polides were 
of course essential and helpful; but there are other factors and 
c ir c nms t an cea which co n tribu te d to fog sttotes^' Sbme are: the 
high rate of unemployment winch pushed wages down even in 
nominal trams, the economK recession where sellers were obliged 
to absorb part of the rise in costs in order to maintain their 
markets, the closure of Saudi Arabian banters that depressed the 
domestic prices of vegetables and fonts which carries a heavy 
weight in the consumer baskets, the contraction in investments 
and exmsumption expenditures which are expected to take place 
under the Gulf crisis circumstances. • 

The current sharp lire m'the real estate market, inducting rents 
and prices of land and biliklings, is an exceptional phenomenon 
caused by tire sudden influx of returncss' from' Kuwait. It was 
necessary to raise die supply of housing to cope with an increase 
in population (rf around 10 to 12 per emit over night Real estate 
market is not an i mp ort an t component in the cost of living index 
and will not change the picture drastically. It is also assumed 'tint 
rents and prices of land and buddings have reached foe peak and 
will start to stabilise in a matter of weeks or months. 
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Very clear signal to Saddam, 


U.S. administration officials say 


By Charles Aldmger 
Reuter 


WASHINGTON — The decision 
to put U.S. warplanes on alert for 
posable use against Iraq should 
be seen as a crystal dear warning 
to President Saddam Hussein that 
he must finally abandon weapons 
of mass destruction. Bush admi- 
nistration officials said on 
Wednesday. 

Defence officials and military 
analysts said U.S. intelligence 
now had more extensive informa- 
tion on Iraq’s chemical and biolo- 
gical arms rites and where Bagh- 
dad has hidden equipment used 
to make enriched uranium. 

Targeting hiding places with 
laser-guided and earth-penetrator 
bombs would be a far simpler 
task than the 116,000 Gulf war 
missions flown by U.S. and allies 
aircraft against Iraqi troops, air- 
fields and buildings, they added. 

“The Iraqis can probably hide 
some of it completely from 
attack, but I think we have a 
pretty good idea today where to 


go and what to do. I think the war 
showed we can deliver the 
goods,” sard one senior U.S. Air 
Force officer. 

Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney refused to confirm or 
deny a statement by one adminis- 
tration official that some U.S. 
units would be sent to the Gulf 
within a day or two. The official 
was talking to reporters travelling 
with President George Bush on 
Wednesday to Grand Canyon, 
Arizona. 

But other administration offi- 
cials told Reuters in Washington 
foe ample act of alerting air units 
to prepare for Gulf duty — in- 
cluding radar-evading F-117A 
Stealth bombers and F-15E 
attack jets — was not a bluff. 

“The contingency preparation of 
air units should be read as a 
crystal dear warning to Saddam 
that he better realise the West 
means business,” one of the offi- 
cials said. 

Defence officials have refused 
repeatedly to confirm reports that 
a Western contingency plan 


already in place would target 
Iraqi military command and con- 
trol centres for bombing, as well 
as chemical, biological and nuc- 
lear sites. 

“But whether you’re trying to 
do a precise job or send a broader 
message to Saddam’s military, 
the plannera would have far fewer 
targets to worry about,” said 
John Pike of the Federation of 
American Scientists. 

“U.S. intelligence has un- 
doubtedly improved since we 
learned after the war that Iraq 
had a lot of more extensive nuo- 
lear research programme than we 
thought,” added former Assist- 
ant Defence Secretary Lawr- 
ence Kord, now with the Brook- 
ings Institution think-tank. 

There are still 33,000 U.S. 
troops id the Gulf region, 5,000 in 
foe Air Force, compared with 
some 540,000 American troops in 
the region at the peak of the 
allied war to evict Iraq from 
Kuwait, which ended last Feb. 
28. 

In addition to some U.S. air 


units still in Saudi Arabia, the 
aircraft carriers Abraham Lincoln 
and Forrestal were currently in 
the Gulf and Mediterranean re- 
spectively, carrying more than 
150 warplanes and helicopters, 
experts noted. 

“The U.S. is not going to send 
a half-million troops back to the 
region. Air power should be 
threat enough against the Iraqi 
fmhtary,’’ said James Blackwell 
of foe centre for Strategic and 
International Studies. 

But Mr. Blackwell and others 
said it was necessary that U.N. 
inspection teams have full access 
to foe country, even though U.S. 
intelligence satellites had given 
the Pentagon a much better view 
of Iraq’s chemical and biological 
storage sites over foe past three 
or four months. 

Pentagon sources said on 
Wednesday the United States 
'.wanted inspection teams to use 
U.S. helicopters based in Saudi 
Arabia as well as German hefi- 
copteis based in Turkey to in- 
spect Iraqi storage sites. 


Iraqis suffer as Baghdad 
ponders U.N. terms for oil sales 


By Peter Gregsoo 
Reuter 


BAGHDAD — While Iraq 
weighs whether to accept U.N. 
terms for a limited resumption of 
oil sales, the human cost of its 
ill-feted seizure of Kuwait rises by 
the day. 

No aspect of daily life has been 
spared the impact of a vice-like 
trade embargo, imposed by the 
U.N. after Iraq conquered the 
neighbouring emirate in August 
last year. 

Peasants in rural areas fece 
starvation following poor har- 
vests and imported food supplies 
dry up. 

Medicines to treat virtually ev- 
ery illness have ran out and the 
most common word beard in 
pharmacies is “mako” — not 
available. 

“Thousands of lives could have 
been saved with common and 
ordinary medicines that fill up 
drag stores all over the world,” 
said Health Minister Abdul 
Salam Mohammad Saeed this 
month. 

Hospitals are admitting a grow- 
ing number of children suffering 
from malnutrition. Outbreaks of 
cholera and typhoid are rising 
sharply. 

In Baghdad, a dty of five mil- 
lion people, the sound of a ring- 
ing telephone is rare after allied 
bombeis smashed the country’s 
communications network. 


Inflation is impossible to calcu- 
late as prices go up daily. 

Iraq’s- children went back to 
school for the new academic year 
on Wednesday, but for many it 
was a day of tears. Their parents 
could not afford uniforms or tex- 
tbooks. 


“We’re six boys at home. The 
prices are beyond my father’s 
reach,” said 10-year-old Karim 
Ahmad, adding that he also 
needed a bag, a pen, an eraser 
and a notebook. 

Living standards are felling 
fast. Huge numbers of Iraq's 18 
million people depend on heavi- 
ly-subsidised food rations to keep 
going. 

Before the Gulf crisis, Iraq 
imported around 70 per cent of its 
food needs and ample staples 
were available to all at give-away 
prices. 


$1.6 bflfion worth of oil, its only 
rigmficant export earner, to buy 
what it says are its minimum 
essential food and medicine 
needs for six months. 

Food and medicine are exempt 
from the U.N. embargo, but 
Baghdad’s multi-billion dollar 
overseas assets are frozen and it 
has no means to pay for their 
purchase. 


said two weeks ago: “We are 
ready now to produce and export 
more than one million barrels a 
day in case we get permission and 
the sanctions are lifted.” 
President Saddam Hussein has 
yet to agree to the conditions, but 
many people in Baghdad believe 
there is no alternative. 


Now the cheap food rations 
cover only an estimated one-third 
of average consumption, forcing 
people to ward off hunger by 
buying at inflated prices. 

Industry is at a standstill, a 
trickle of goods comes in by road 
from Jordan to be sold on the' 
brazen black market at prices 
only the wealthy and ruling elite 
can afford. 

The U.N. Security Councfl gave 
Iraq pem u ssion on Thursday to seQ 


Iraq says foe U.N. conditions 
attached to the deal are unwork- 
able and are an infringement of its 
sovereignty. They include no 
direct Iraqi access to foe pro- 
ceeds, one-third of the sale to go 
towards war reparations, pay- 
ment of U.N. costs and U.N. 
monitoring of the distribution of 
the supplies. 

Iraq, which has pledged that all 
foe proceeds will go to feed and 
care for its people, has said the 
S933 million it will receive from 
the six-month sales will not be 
enough and that its needs are 
growing daily. 


“What else can they do?” a 
diplomat asked. “They have no 
choice. They may feel strongly 
about sovereignty but that 
doesn’t feed people. It may take a 
few weeks, but they’ve backed off 
on questions of sovereignty with 
the U.N. before.” 

Iraq says it is better placed than 
foe U.N. to decide how to distri- 
bute the food purchases. It re- 
sents the presence of large num- 
bers of U-N. officials, represent- 
ing seven relief agencies. 

Even when oil sales do resume, 
it wfll only be a small stqp on 
what promises to be a very long 
road to economic recovery. 


U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar said earlier this 
month that Iraq would need to be 
allowed to sell up to 50 per cent 
more oil than the $1.6 billion- 
ceiling over the next six months. 
The councfl did not alter the 
amount. 

Oil Minister Osama A1 HIti 


- Biit impatience is growing on 
the streets of Baghdad. “Why 
don’t foe foreign countries lift foe 
blockade?” said a man in the 
poor suburb of Saddam City, 
where U.N. food handouts began 
last month. 

“We are starving and we have 
money and oil to pay for our 
food.” 


Eastern Europe 
looks to winter 
with better food, 
energy supplies 
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By Peter Humphrey 

Reuter 


BUCHAREST — Improved food 
and energy supplies offer hope of 
a milder winter for East Euro- 
peans this year after decades of 
shortages under communist rale 
that left many huddling like eslri- 
mos in igloos. 

A growing contribution from 
the new private sector has helped 
change the outlook in much of 
foe region as the cold season 
approaches, although consumers 
face problems paying new, higher 
prices. 

Price rise* generated by foe 
transition to a tree-market eco- 
nomy have boosted food produc- 
tion and distribution, while also 
■dampening domestic demand — 
leading to exportable food sur- 
pluses in Poland, Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia and Bulgaria. 

Romania, and Albania, whose 
anti-communist revolutions were, 
the most chaotic, expect some 
food or energy problems. 

But Romania’s government ex- 
pects Western cadi injections to 
carry it into early next year. 
Albania will also get rigmficant 
aid' in cash and commodities. 

Hungary’s headache is how to 
sell West European-style sur- 
pluses of milk, meat, wine and 
other staples, which its East 
European trade partners can no 
longer afford to buy, a Western 
economist in Budapest said. 

The Hungarian government re- 
cently subsidised a 10-day sale to 
dear excess pork from ware- 
houses, unleashing a spending 
spree in the country’s shops. 

Import deregulation has filled 
Hungarian shops with foreign 
goods. “Almost everything a 
gourmet needs to keep body and 
soul together is there if money Is 
no obstacle,” the econ om ist said. 

Energy prospects also look 
good if ofl and gas continue to 
flow from foe crisis-tom Soviet 
Union, which prorides around 60 
per cent of Hungary’s needs, said 
Gyorgy Szabo, deputy head of 
the National Oil and Gas Trust. 

The region as a whole suffered 
for several years from Soviet cuts 
in energy exports and confusion 
over methods of payment 

Czechoslovakia, like former 
East Germany, always enjoyed 
reasonably adequate food sup- 
plies and relatively high firing 
standards. It also has a surplus of 
grain, meat and dairy foods fol- 
lowing a 30 per cent fall in domes- 
tic demand this year. 


" Prague hopes, with Western 
finan c in g, to export food and 
donate some to the Soviet Union 
as material aid. It is also confi- 
dent about its energy supplies. 

“OQ deliveries from foe Soviet 
Union are satisfactory. There are 
no problems. I presume the 
Soviets win meet all their obliga- 
tions tiifa year,” Josef Beroy,* 
bead of the Soviet Section at 
Gzecfaoskrvakia’s Trade Ministry, 
told Reuters. 

Prague plans to diversify its 
energy sources in order to avoid 
any disruption. of Soviet supplies. 

Further north, Poland has shed 
its 1980S notoriety as a country of 
long queues and empty stores and 
shop shelves are b rimming with 
both Polish and Western goods. 

After subsidies were scrapped 
in 1990, food' and energy prices 
jumped to market. levels, en- 
couraging supplies and ending 
decades of shortages. ' 

But money is not so plentiful. 
Many Poles, especially pension- 
ers and growing legions of the 
unemployed, will feel the pinch 
as they pay for food and beating 
tins winter. 

Romanian Economy and Fi- 
nance Minister Eugen Di- 
jmarescu said his country’s ener- 
gy production fell this year by 
about 16 per cent and its ability to 
pay for imports decreased as a 
result of an 11 peT cent decline in 
export revenues. 

Romania had only 60 percent 
of the money it needed to pay for 
energy i mp o r t s estimated at ab- 
out $800 million for 
he said. 

But foe government was count- 
ing on cash pledged by the group 
of 24 industrialised countries and 
the European Community. 

Staple food supplies in Roma- 
nia remain chaotic. People are 
again queueing in the markets to 
hoard potatoes and other food for 
foe winter amid fears of shor- 
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But price liberalisation and pri- 
vate production have' erased the 
bleakness of the Stalinist years 
when Romanian food shops 
and markets were bare in winter 
months. 

Bulgaria has a meat and dairy 
surplus because price rises have 
halved domestic demand. But the 
government in Sofia said it faces a 
winter oil squeeze because of a 
backlog in Soviet ofl deliveries 
and currency market fluctuations. 


Europe agonises over halting immig rant rush 


By 


Nisbet 


liter 


LUXEMBOURG — Western 
Europe is coming round to the 
view that foe way to stem a 
threatened flood-tide of un- 
wanted immigrants is to improve 
their living conditions back 
home. 

Despite some sceptical voices, 
foe general consensus at a meet- 
ing here this week of migration 
ministers from foe 25-member 
Council of Europe was that re- 
latively well-off Western coun- 
tries must help poor countries 
raise their living standards to stop 
their citizens fleeing abroad. 

On paper at least, the meeting 
pledged to “help foe economic, 
social, political mid demographic 
development and foe human 
rights situation” in migrant-sup- 
plying countries “in order to can- 
cel out the causes of migration.” 


Using language which in other 
contexts might have smacked of 
colonialism, France’s Secretary of 
State for Social Affairs and In- 
tegration Kofi Yamgnane urged 
Western European countries to 
“live up to their historic responsi- 
bilities” towards the poor south. 

Germany said concerted Euro- 
pean action was needed for 
“combating population growth in 
die Third World by birth control 
and improvement of standards of 
living.” 

Applicants for political asylum 
in Western Europe reached a 
record 400,000 last year — 
although many were deemed 
bogus — and anything up to 1.5 
million illegal migrants are esti- 
mated to be living in four south- 
ern countries alone — Spain, 
Italy, Greece and Portugal. 

The conference was told that 
opinion polls suggested one 
European Commnnity citizen in 


two thinks there are already too 
many non-EC nationals in the 
12-country bloc. 

Even Yugoslavia, torn by fight- 
ing, maintained it was still a 
victim of the magnet effect 
exercised by affluent Europe on 
poor parts of Africa and Asia. 

Radisa Gadc, federal secretary 
for labour, health and soda] 
■security, said his country was 
even now suffering from “an ava- 
lanche” of asylum demands from 
would-be refugees. 

The migration ministers, mov- 
ing slowly towards harmonising 
immigration rales, face the threat 
of mass movement from the new- 
ly democratised countries of 
Eastern Europe. They must also 
contend with the effects of gallop- 
ing population growth in coun- 
tries along the eastern and south- 
ern Mediterranean rim. 

Speakers at .foe conference 
stressed the un p redicta b ility of 


migration pressure points in an 
unstable world. British consultant 
John Salt called Soviet emigra- 
tion “the great enigma” and said 
its scale for 1991-93 was variously 
estimated at between three and 
20 million. 

The conference was vague ab- 
out measures to repatriate people 
who entered Europe illegally but 
called for sanctions against peo- 
ple running networks of networks 
of clandestine immigrants and un- 
scrupulous employers who hired 
them as cheap labour. 

Council of Europe Secretary 
General Catherine Lalumiere. 
stud Europe must accept that 
some clandestine migrants, were 
inevitable because hermetically 
seating the frontiers was possible 
“only if we turned our countries 
into police states.” 

Some migration ministers 
favoured organised schemes of 
temporary work for foreigners — 


allowing them to earn money, 
perhaps take some training, arid 
see at first hand that life in the 
west is not all affluence. 

Mr. Lalumiere, using language 
that echoed throughout the con- 
ference, said economic develop- 
ment in migrants' countries of 
origin, coupled with control of 
their population growth, held 
the^ f only key to reducing mira- 
tion in the long term. 

In more sceptical vein, the 
British delegation declared that 
such measures, while desirable, 
“are necessarily of a very long- 
term nature and are unlikely to 
have a significant impact on 
migratory pressures in foe short 
term.*' “Measures to tackle the 
root causes of migration are not a 
realistic substitute for effective 
immigration controls,” the Brit- 
ish statement added. 

In a world where even some of 
the poorest people glimpse mate- 


rial wealth on American televi- ^ 
slow programmes, one Swiss di- 
plomat doubted whether levell- 
ing-up living standards to quell 
migratory impulses could work. . 

. J^ndolf WeiersmuUer, Foreign 
Ministry coordinator far refugee - 
policy, said he had led a study 
team to look at what such a drive 
could mean in practical terms. 

For Oiina, to approach Swiss 
material • living standards,- Mr. 
WeiersdukUer said, foe country 
would have tobujfci nearly .800 
nuclear power stations, drain all . 
its rivers -for electricity genera- 
tion, beepme a net oil importer 
and massively pollute foe atmos- 
phere wrfo exhaust gas from 350. 

rmOion cars. 

“This is the tragedy that is 
enfolding in having, the Hurd 
World with its present democratic 
development trying to achieve 1 
Western European standards of - 
living,” he said. • . 
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Show reflects Iraqis’ will to go on 


By Smne Hthsa . 

Special to the Jordan TXuzps 
AMMAN — Against a backdrop 
of slides reflecting Iraq’s rich 
historic heritage, the splendour of- 
Akkad, Babylon,Haira and die 
golden age of Baghdad were de- 
picted in the fashion presented by 
AI Dar AI Iraqiyah til Azia in ■ 
Jordan on Wednesday. . 

The fashion show, attended by 
Her Majesty. Qoeen Noor and 
Princess AHa AI Faisal told the 
story of Iraq froml die beginning 
of time 6000 years BC ■ 

Using audio visuals with multi . 
projectors and other devices, ev- ' 
ery age - and its fashion were, 
depicted. u Our shows reflect the 
cultural and historical heritage 
that developed in Mesopotamia,” - 
Faria Kalklar, the fashion house’s 
manager since its opening in . 
1977, told die- Jordan Times, ■ 
"“Our «iw jn aim is to inform as 
wdB as entertain the public on the 
riches of Iraq’s heritage,” 

The show delighted the atten- 
dents, who stood in awe at the 
elegant beauty seen in every item 
desplayed. 

“I think this is the best show we 
have put together in the past 
twenty years,” Ms. Katidar said. 
“I believe it had sence of chal- 
lenge and the will to go on,” she 
added referring to the fact that’ 
this show was the first since the 
end of the Gulf war six months . 

RJ turbulence 

(Coottaned Urea page I) 
vasion rtf Kuwait, high war- 
risk .insurance costs eroded 
most of its profits. 

“The problems of RJ is not 
operational costs,” said a 
source familiar with the air- 
fine’s accounts. “The very bur- 
den of its accummnlated debts 
is str ainin g its resources and 
does not permit any flexibil- 
ity,” he said. 

A senior exec u t ive at a fore- 
ign airKne office in- Amman* 
.said it was accepted that “as 
far as operations and expenses 
go, RJ is a highly profitable 
anfine.” 

“Having to shoulder the 
burden of the debts is weighing 
down on its options,” he said.: 

“Unfortunately the troubles 
rtf RJ surfaced at a most in-, 
o pp o rtun e time; there is a 
marked deefine in air travel at 
least by five per cent as . re- 
ported by Em o p ea n airlines 
and few parties are i n terested 
in investing in the airfine in- 
dustry these days,” be pointed - 
out. 

Re-leasing three or fo o ri u f -- 
its Airbus aircraft wiD .take 
care of RTs lease payments to 
the European banks, as it has 
already done with one of. 
them, which has been leased to 
Air Lanka. Payment arrange- 
ments for the Air Lanka deal 
have been made directly be- 
tween the Sri Lanka carrier 
and the banks which have 
miderwritten the RJ lease with 
Airbus Industry. 

The so-called “wet-lease” • ' 
arrangements — including 
cockpit crew, maintenance and 
insurance — suit RJ very well 
and give it an edge in- the 
international leasing market 
sinre its overhead expenses are 
lower than most other airlines. 

“RJ can a handsome 
profit through wet-lease agree- 
ments,” noted an industry 
source, who conceded that un- 
ion problems were a hurdle in 
B uff h deals. 

“Wet-leasing” wfll also en- 
able RJ to use some of its extra 
crew as well as maintenance I 



facilities, be noted. “There is a 
considerable number of Jorda- 
nian cockpit crew whose ser- 
vices could be best utilised by 
the airline through ‘wet- 
leasbig* he said. 

At the peak of -the Golf 
crisis, the Saadi authorities 
terminated the contracts of RJ 
crew and technicians under 
-assignment to -the Saudi 
national carrier, Satufia, and 
there is no immediate sign of 
Sandia renewing its interest inf 
any fresh agreement with RJ. 

Another leasing arrange- 
ment made between RJ mid 
die Bolivian Airlines in July 
includes RJ maintenance for 
the aircraft but not crew to 
. operate the plane. 

“The major problem tint 
works against RTs efforts to. 
re-lease its aircraft is the glut 
in the international avil avia- 
tion business,” the' industry 
source said. “Today there are 
over 800 idle aircraft around 
the world. The international 
air travel business ^ register- 
ing a deefine and this does not 
create much room for aircraft 
leasing.” • • ; “ 

■ The source dted as an exam- 


ple the collapse of Eastern 
Airlines of the U.S. which led- 
to the grounding of at least 300 
aircraft that are now available 
for leasing. 

Tbe perennial problems and 
preoccupations with the finan- 
cial exigencies have not dam- 
pened tiie hopes of RJ Ouef 
-Executive Abu Ghazaleb, who 
who told Renters last week RJ 
was back to 75 per cent of 
passenger loading and has re- 
sumed flights to about 40 des- 
tinations, five less than the 
, pre-Gulf crisis level. 

He noted; however, that the 
airline bad lost 70 to 80 per 
cent of its rev&nn5~Sr one 
point daring the Gulf crisis. 

Travel agents say that RJ 
did very good bmness tins 
summer, particularly that most 
of the foreign airlines have not 
resumed their flights to Am- 
man, most of which were sus- 
pended during the Gulf crisis 
and war. 

“The situation will change in 
winter, when travel is tradi- 
tionally low, and when some of 
the foreign airlines might res- . 
tart their Amman flights,” 
.noted a tour operator. 


Anti-Bush barrage turns worse 


(Continued from page 1). 
hold money. Defence Minister 
Moshe Arms said be hoped imfit- 
ary aid would not be affected. 

Israel is already tbe largest* 
recipient of U5. foreign aid — S3 
billion in grams annually. Mr. 
Bush, defending his stance, said 
Israel had already had over $4 
bfifion tins year. 

Opposition parliament mem- 
bers estimate Israel will spend 
about $2 billion .tins, year cm 
construction in the occupied terri- 
tories — the equivalent of the 
first year’s slice of loan guaran- 
tees. 

Though Israel has vowed not to 
spend U.S. aid on settlements, 
the money would free govern- 
ment funds for settlement activ- 

ity- 

Mr. Arens said Friday be 
hoped the argmbentover the loan 


guarantees would not spread to 
U.S. aid in other areas. 

“I very much hope the argu- 
ment over guarantees wfll not 
spill over to other aid which tbe 
U.S. grants ns in the field of 
defence purchases and economic 
aid,” he told the Israeli news 
service Itim. 

Mr. Arens, also said American 
pressure on Israel would make 
the Arab states expect Israel to 
give up all the territories. “These 
expectations might turn into frus- 
tration ending not in peace but 
war,” be added. 

Mr. Zeevi, meanwhile, said the 
peace conference wonld be a. 
forum for “humiliations and 
attacks on Israel.” 

He held out little hope for a 
quick peace settlement, adding: 
“Onr generation will live by 
tbe swoiri.” 


Arab Americans counter 
Jewish lobbyists in Washington 


ago. ; — of challenge and the will to gp on 

“I think that the mere fact of. after tbe end of the thirty-nation 
our being here reflects this spirit aggression against Iraq,” 


By Ira Wahbeh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — As the powerful 
Jewish lobby in Washington is 
exerting pressure on the Amer- 
ican Congress to approve the 
$10 billion loan guarantee, 
Arab Americans have pitched 
in their Ira to the tug-of-war by 
calling for a total cHini nation 
of the guarantee rather than a 
delay as called for by President 
George Bush. 

The battle, which started 
two weeks ago with a request 
to Congress by the president 
that any consideration of tbe 
Israeli request be delayed for 
120 days, could easily turn out 
to be a major landmark not 
only m American-IsraeH rela- 
tions and lobbying in the corri- 
dors of Capitol FED but also in 
Washington’s relations with 
tiie Arab World, according to 
American Arab Anti- 
Discrimination Committee 
(ADC) Jordan chapter Presi- 
dent hfidal Sukhtian. 

“If_we Arabs respond intel- 
ligently, in the U.S. and 
through the' ADC, we wfll be 
able — in today’s atmosphere 
that allows Arabs to be beard 
— to Amy the relationship 
between Arabs and Amer- 
icans,” be said. 

Mr. Sukhtian, who asserts 


that so far the Arab effort in 
addressing humanitarian tssnes 
concerning Arab Americans 
was weak or non-existeat, adds 
that Mr. Bush's decision was 
providing a good opportunity 
for Arabs to make themselves 
heard. 

“It is a test of will and 
principles of the American 
people against the unjust 
Israeli lobby. It is a battle 
between right and wrong, be- 
tween the Israeli Goliath, rep- 
resented by the AXPAC 
(American Israeli Public 

Affairs Committee), and the* 
David of justice, represented 
by the U.S. administration and 
tbe American Arab minority in 
the U.S. and the long-defeated 
Palestinians," be said. 

ADC, while praising the. 
American president’s stand, 
says (fiat “merely postponing it 
is not enough — this guarantee 
should not pass at all!” 

Trying to counter the Jewish 
lobby’s actions, tbe ADC, has 
undertaken a series of actions 
such as preparing materials for 
contacts regarding the loan 
guarantees and cafing indi- 
vidual members in key districts 
to join in the fight against tbe. 
loan guarantees. The g ro u p is . 
trying to enlist the assistance of 
talk show hosts and others 
interested in doing shows on 


PLO leaders undecided 


(Continued from page 1) 


and the dominant trend inside 
the movement is caDmg for a positive 
resotutkffl. 

Meanwhile Mr. Arafat, who is also . 
Fateh’s leader, is said to have not 
made up bis mind yet, although he is 
unfikely to allow a PNC resolution 
blocking tbe peace process. 

Mr. Arafat is befieved to favour a 
vaguely worded re s ol u t io n that leaves 
him a broad margin of manoeuvring 
room. But some of his comrades in 
arms argue *h»t this time the PLO 
cannot afford to get away with “an 
indecisive yes-no” resolution. 

“Clarity is re q uir ed. The sensitivity 
of tiie issue does not allow for an 
indecisive resohnfon,’* argued Mr. 
Hawatmeb. “Any this time, 

could be fataL" 

The PFLP, which has also declared 
.its rejection of the American terms, is 
pressing Tor a dear yes or no 
petition from fee PNC. 

“We are going to pres for a veiy 
dear position by tbe PNC to confront 


the American project,’' said Abu Ali 
Mustafa, the second-in commmand of 
the PFLP. 

Although most of the hardline 
groups admit that tbe PLO might 
have no alternative but to accept 
Palestinian participation, the lead- 
ership in genera] has been very dis- 
couraged by tiie U.S.* replies to 
darificationa asked by Palestinian . 
leaden from the occupied territories. 

“Tbe U.S.’s replies to Palestinian 
demands for -assurances meet die 
Israeli conditions and not the Palesti- 
nian demands,” <w ) Jamal HDal, 
bead of the PLO information depart- 
ment in Tonis and a leading member 
of the DFLP wing ltd by Mr. Abed 
Rabbo. 

According to PLO officials, die 
U.S. haS to Satisfy the minmml 
PLO demands on tbe three important 
issues that amid have apidlwl good 
win on the part erf the administration: 

— - Tbe U-S. did not agree to 
guarantee a freeze on Israeli settle- 
ments. Mr. Baker told dm Palestinian 
leaders be met in die occupied terri- 
tories that “the settlements were an 


U.N. teams working normally 


(Continued from page I) 
opposed independent flights by in- 
spectors probing Iraq's nuclear, che- 
mical, biological and missile capabili- 
ties. It called them a violation of its ’ 
sovereignty and said it would accept 
the flights only if an Iraqi crewman 
was aboard. 

The Iraqis also have insisted that 
the helicopters not fly over Baghdad 
and has prohibited photography. 

Soviet Defence Minister Yevgeny 
Shaposhnikov nude dear Friday 
Moscow wonld not stand in tbe way if 
die United Nations wanted to sanc- 
tion the nse of force to make Iraq 
comply with ceasefire conditions. 

Bra tbe minister told a news confer- 
ence the Soviet Union would prefer 
not to see an escalation of tensions. 

_ “The resolutions of the Security 
Council most be i mp l em ented and 
therefore otur reaction, onr position 
re main s the same,” Mr. Shaposh- 
nikov said. 


Iraqi newspapers, denouncing tbe 
U-S. threat to use force in the row, 
said Saturday President Bush was 
mentally unfit to be in the White 
House. 

“The only worry that keeps Bush 
busy is bow to destroy Iraq complete- 
ly,” said AI Qadissryah. 

It added the “fabrications and ex- 
aggeration*” be was 'making about 
obaesvance of U.N. Security Council 
resolutions “prove that be is not 
mentally fit to be president.” 

AI jumhonriya said Mr. Bash's 
h os pita l isa tion earlier this year for an 
over-active heartbeat showed be had 
poor control of his nerves and was 
lia b le to make hasty decisions. 

Mr. Bush on Thursday ruled out 
feO-scaJe warfare to force Iraq to 
comply with U.N. ceasefire terms, 
but added Baghdad “should not mis- 
calculate” Us determination to en- 
force them. 


the loan-guarantee issue. 

It has already ran two ads in 
the Washington Post opposing 
the loan guarantee and has 
designed additional ones for 
nse by chapters m local papers. 
One such ad was tun in the 
Monday edition of the Jordan 
Times. 

A letter and statement were 
drafted revealing Israeli plans 
to demolish an Arab village in 
the Galilee. 

In a press release issued at 
the end of August, ADC ex- 
pressed its position on Israel's 
request for tbe loan guaran- 
tees. According to the press 
- release, ADC has stated that if* 
die United States Treasury 
guaranteed these loans, it 
would allow Israel to secure 
. them at favourably reduced 
interest rates. In the event of 
default, the burden of repay- 
ment would fell on the United 
States taxpayer. 

“Israel’s supporters argue 
that Israel has never defaulted 
on a loan, conveniently ignor- 
ing hundreds of millions of 
dollars in ‘forgiven’ loans. In 
addition, the ‘Cranston 
Amendment* insures that U.S. 
aid to Israel will never be less 
than the amount of money 
Israel needs to service its loans 
from the United States.” said 
the press release. 

obstacle to peace.” 

— The U.S. suggested the post- 
ponement of discretion on the status 
of Jerusalem to a later stage of the 
process and insisted that Jerusalem 
cannot be “divided.” 

— The formula suggested by die 
U.S. concerning tbe Palestinian prob- 
lem was viewed as km than satisfac- 
tory. Tbe last offer made by the U.S. , 
in the assurances, is that the U.S. 
supports self-determination re in- 
alienable right for all nations bra that 
is does not necessarily agree wife tbe 
concept of setf-determination as it is 
reed and understood in tbe region i.e. 
statehood. 

The PLO leadership viewed the 
three issues as a test for American 
intentions. Palestinian officials say 
rtwt fee g»p on fee more fundamental 
issues of United Nations resolutions 
and fee functions of fee suggested 
c o nfere n ce “are irreconcilable-” 
According to tbe PLO, fee Amer- 
ican side has refused to meet the 
Palestinian request for assurances 
'feat Security CouncO Resolution 242 
"*eam» a complete Israeli withdrawal 
from the occupied territories. “We 
have not even received assurances 
feat fee implementation wfll at least 
lead to a partial withdrawal,” said 
one PLO offidaL 
The Palestinians have also asked 
that fee suggested conference will be 
continuous an till all aspects of the 
Arab-Israeli dispu t es are solved. 

“But the Americans wfll not accept 
to give such assurances and insist that 
there should be no linkage between 
the various aspects of fee conffict,” 
Dr. Hilal said. 

PLO officials fear that the U.S. wfll 
aim at getting separate peace agree- 
ments between the Arab states and 
Israel prior to an agreement on the 
Palestinian issue. 

“The U.S. wfll then achieve its 
priority objective of bringing about 
the normalisation of Arab-Israeli re- 
lations without solving fee Palestinian 
problem,” Mr. Ah Mustafa warned. 

The latest round of talks between 
Mr. Baker and Palestinian leaders in 
fee oc cupied te r ri t ori e s earlier this 
weeks and his meeting wife Dr. 
Hasan Ashrawi in Amman on Friday 
have only served to harden positions 
at the FLO headquarters in Tunis. 

That does not necessarily mean 
that tbe majority at fee PNC wfll 


The release states that 
according to Israel supporters 
in tbe U.S., the additional $2 
billion a year would be used to 
“absorb die anticipated influx 
into Israel of some Me million 
Soviet and several thousand 
Ethiopian Jews. The money 
would be utilised for absorp- 
tion costs indudmg housing, 
infrastructure projects, job 
training and development, and 
cash grants. 

“While we support responsi- 
ble foreign aid and internation- 
al involvement, we believe this 
$10 bOlion could be better util- 
ised here at home,” tbe ADC 
said. 

Regionally these loan 
guarantees will generate re- 
sentment and exert a negative 
impact on tbe Middle East 
peace process, the ADC 
noted. It added that the Israeli 
government’s involvement in 
“colonising” the occupied 
Arab territories will put the 
U.S. in the position of support- 
ing an illegal activity. 

The settlements, both inside 
Israel and in the occupied terri- 
tories, wonld be used exclu- 
sively for the Jewish popula- 
tion. “Even if the money were 
used entirely inside Israel, 
Israeli policy and practices 
would prevent 17 per cent of its 
population (the Palestinians 

reject Palestinian participation unless 
an alternative and feasible option is 
found to avoid the American-led pro- 
cess. 

At tins stage even the most sceptic- 
al PLO officials admit that the orga- 
nisation might have no other alterna- 
tive but to give peace a chance. 
The re fore, the vote might mainly be 
influenced by the lack of options 
rather than based on conviction that 
the peace conference wfll lead to a 
solution. 

The PNC position will also be 


Bring inside Israel) from re- 
ceiving any benefits from tins 
programme. As a result, the 
U.S. wfll be providing $10 bil- 
lion for tbe development of 
segregated housing,” ADC 


Condemning the Israeli set- 
tlement activity and consider- 
ing it “specifically intended to 
prevent the possibility of ter- 
ritorial exchange,” ADC says 
that examination of aid to 
Israel, cumulatively over the 
past twenty years, shows that 
aid to the Jewish state 
“dwarfs” all other U.S. foreign 
aid appropriations. 

“Israel, with its population 
of under five million, receives 
more th«« the entire continent 
of Africa,” 

An analysis of tbe situation 
enabled tbe ADC to assess that 
besides “generating negative 
dynamics at home, in the Mid; 
die East and on tbe interna- 
tional level,” the money 
granted to Israel could “enorf 
mously benefit” U.S. cities and 
states with “pressing social 
problems.” 

‘Two billion dollars a year 
would provide housing for 
hundreds of thousands of poor 
Americans, including all our 
estimated 100,000 homeless 
children.” 


influenced by the final decision of 
Fateh, the independent vote, fee 
mood inside the occupied territories 
during the convening of the session 
'and Arab and international pressures. 

“I fear that the PLO leadership is 
in position to resist Arab and interna- 
tional pressures,” said PLO Execu- 
tive riwimiuw member Abdullah 
Hourani, who himself favours a qual- 
ified acceptance of Palestinian parti- 
cipation and believe feat the Amer- 
ican assurances are far from being 
sufficient. 


DFLP move also reflects rift 


(Continued from page 1) 
position dearly and unequivocally,” 
be said. 

Mr. Hawatmeb, however, does not 
rule out the option of a joint delega- 
tion wife Joirdan provided that Die 
basis erf the peace confe ren ce involves 
a dear recognition of fee Palestinian 
people’s right to sett-determination. 

“That should be refl ect ed in the 
form of Palestinian representation 
.and recognition of fee Palestinian 
right to statehood,” be said. 

In practical terms. Mr. Hawatmeb 
will accept a joint Jordanian? 
Palestinian delegation provided it is 
dear that fee fplestinian delegation 
represented fee PLO and it was ou 
equal footing wife fee Jordanian side 
of fee joint delegation. 

“That means there should be two 
flags and that tbe Palestinian delega- 
tion will decide its own negotiating 
position. But this is not what tbe 
Americans mean fry a joint delega- 
tion. They are looldng for Palestinian 
individuals and not Palestinian repre- 
sentatives of fee Palestinian people,” 
he argued. 

“They do not want to accept a 
Palestinian delegation as such be- 
cause they do not want to recognise 
Palestinian self-determination and 
national rights,” be said. 

Consequently any form of parti- 
cipation which negates PLO repre- 
sentation should be rejected, he said. 

- “Giving up representation is equal 
to giving Up our national rights, he 
arid stressing feat bis group trill not 
be part of such a decision by the PNC 

In essence, Mr. Hawatmeb ’s posi- 


tion is not very different from feat of 
other groups such as the Popular 
From for fee Liberation of Palestine 
of George Habash or the rival DFLP 
leader, Mr. Abed Rabbb, but the 
others have chosen to attend the 
PNC 

PLO officials here were hoping that 
Mr. Hawatmeb could be dissuaded 
from his decision if fee leadership was 
attic to reach a mediated compro mi se 
to at least freeze fee DFLP’s differ- 
ences until after the PNC session.^ 

Both Mr. Hawatmeb and Mr. 
Abed Rafabp are vying for the lead- 
ership of the DFLP which has in tte 
past played a crucial role in drawing 
up PLO polity and- maintaining if 

unity . - 

Although differences between Me. 

'.Hawatmeb and Mr. Abed Rabbo are 
said to be based on political disagree- 
ments, they both said this week feat 
they do not accept Palestinian parti- 
dpatioo in fee peace process accord- 
ing to the U.S. terms. 

“We cannot take part in the peace 
process unde r the present American 
terms,” Mr. Abed Rabbo told the 
Jordan Times Saturday. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo’s wing has also 
called for a dear PLO polity. But the 
apparent convergence of political 
stands on tbe eve of the PNC has not 
dampened tiie internal conflict. 

By saying be was going to boycott 
the PNC, Mr. Hawatmeb has taken 
his opposition one step further. PLO 
officials here believe feat Mr. Hawat- 
meb is trying to make tbe PLO 
leadership accept Ids demands for not, 
recognising Mr. Abed Rabbo’s wing- 
as port of the DFLP in the PNC. 1 
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Kuwaiti succeeds father as OCA chief 

NEW DELHI (R) — Sheikh Ahmad Al Fahad A1 Sabah of 
Kuwait was unanimously elected president of die Olympic 
Council of Asia (OCA) alter members relaxed rules governing 
minimum age Saturday. Sheikh Ahmad, 32, succeeds his father 
Sheikh Fahad Al Sabah, who was killed in last year’s Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait. A controversy over Sheikh Ahmad's candida- 
ture ended when council members overruled objections and 
waived a requirement that the council president should be more 
than 35-years-old. Two other candidates for the post, acting OCA 
chief Roy de SQva of Sri Lanka and Indonesia’s Bob Hassan, 
earlier withdrew bom the contest. 

Pat rese grabs pole In Portugal GP 

ESTORIL, Portugal (R) — Itahan Ricardo Patrese grabbed pole 
position for Sunday’s Portuguese Grand Prix with a sensational 
late Eying lap in the Williams team’s spare car during a thrilling 
final qualifying session Saturday. Patrese. surprising even himself 
with the pace of bis last-gasp effort in the final minute of practice, 
outstripped the previous best time set by Austrian Gerhard 
Berger in a McLaren by two-tenths of a second. He docked a 
record qualifying lap time of one minute 13.001 seconds at an 
average speed of 214 J18 kph. Berger's best time was the lap he 
recorded in Friday’s opening session when be lapped in 1:13.221. 
Patrese will thus share the front row of the grid with Berger — the 
two ’number two' drivers having ironically upstaged their respec- 
tive number ones, Nigel Mansell and Ayrton Senna. World 
championship leader Brazilian Senna, in the other McLaren, 
improved his time by three-tenths of a second, but finished up 
third on the grid, sharing the second row with Briton Mansell. 
Hie Fenraris of Frenchmen Alain Prost and Jean Alesi were fifth 
and sixth-qukkest and share the third row ahead of Brazilian 
Maurido Gugelmin in a Leyton House and Italian Pierluigi 
Martini in a Minardi. 

Head of Berlin Olympic bid resigns 

BERLIN (R) — Berlin’s bid to stage the 2000 Olympics, already 
upset by two noisy nights of anti-games protests this week, has 
suffered a further setback with the resignation of chief organiser 
Lutz Gruettke. Gruettke, the bead of the company organising the 
German capital’s bid, quit late Friday following criticism from 
German politicians and press of his management of the whole 
campaign. He had been in office for just five months. Berlin City 
officials said Saturday no replacement had yet been found, but 
Mayor Eberbard Diepgen had named city council official Dietrich 
Hinkefuss as provisional head. Former Mayor Walter Momper 
had tamed down an offer to take over. “We haven’t got a 
replacement But we will solve the problem,*’ Mr. Diepgen said. 
“The supervisory board will make sure the work of the Berlin bid 
company will be continued." 

Gilbert top seed at Queensland Open 

BRISBANE (AP) — Defending champion Brad Gilbert of the 
United States has become the top seed for die $250,000 
Queensland Open Tennis Championship after Yugoslav Goran 
Ivanisevic withdrew, organisers said Saturday. Ivanisevic, a late 
wild card entry, withdrew Friday night, citing a back injury 
suffered in practice. The tournament begins Monday at die 
Milton Tennis Centre and continues through Sept 29. Gilbert 
who is chasing his first singles title of 1991, faces Swede Thomas 
Hogstedt in his tournament opener. Andrei Chesnokov of the 
Soviet Union, the No. 2 seed, plays a qualifier in his first match of 
the 32-draw tournament. Aaron Krickstehi of the United States, 
the third seed and die defeated last year, opens with a first-round 
meeting against veteran Australian Davis Cup player John 
Fitzgerald. 

S. Arabia wins youth soccer-tournament 

MUSCAT, Oman (AP) — Defending champions Saudi Arabia 
. scored second-half goals to beat Oman 2-0 to win die 6-nation 
International Youth Friendship Soccer Tournament at the Sultan 
Oaboos Sports Complex Friday. The goals were scored by Khalid 
Al Shaif in the 65th minute and Fahd Al Shayan five minutes 
: later. The Saudis were subdued in the first half, apparently dying 
In wear down the home team, which was cheered by ferns with 
drams and bugles throughout the match. While the champions 
were packing their defence tightly, Oman came on with every- 
thing they had. But their efforts were in vain, mainly due to 
defenders Nasser Khamis and Said Al Habsi. The final tally, the 
Saudis notched nine points from five matches with 11 goals and 
only one against Oman and Kuwait each finished with five 
points. The other teams in this biennial tournament were Qatar 
and Bahrain. 

Indian advances In chess tourney 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — India’s third seed V. 
Saravan made it to the fourth round of the Asian Junior Chess 
Championship with a victory Friday over United Arab Emirates’ 
Mansour Abdull ah. Abdullah is the Arab junior champion. 
Saravana, with a FIDE rating of 2370 points, has now aggregated 
2-5 points, after also beating Mohammad Suleiman of Jordan and 
drawing with Terry Chung- Eng of Singapore. Top seed Tu Hoang 
Thongjpf Vietnam, fended to win the title in this 13th edition erf 
the Asian Junior Championship, was held to a hard-fought draw 
by Lee Wang-Sheng, the fourth seed. The two agreed on a draw 
after the 67th move and now both have 2.5 points each. 
Bangladesh's Zia Ur Rehman was also held to a draw by 
Indonesia's Audi Suhendra. 
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MAKE SURE OF YOUR ENTRIES 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

* A K J 3 
7 Q 5 

i 87 2 

* Q J 6 4 

WEST EAST 

4654 47 

^ J 10 9 7 8 7 4 3 2 

- Q 10 5 3 .9 6 

4 K 7 3 * A 10 9 5 2 

SOUTH 
4 Q 10 9 8 2 
7 A K 6 
A K J 4 
48 

The bidding: 

North East South West 

1 4 Pass 1 4 Pass 

2 4 Pass 5 4 Pass 

6 4 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Jack of 7 
_ Most contracts do not need bril- 
liant technique to bring them safely 
to port Sound planning and execu- 
tion during the early stages of play 
will usually suffice. 

Once North raised freely to two 
spades. South visualized that then 
were some hands (ace-king of 
spades, ace of dubs and a red queen) 
which could make a grand slam al- 
most laydown, but that rosy view 
was offset by the slight chance that 
North was missing both top spade 
honors. South elected to give up on 
the grand slam in favor of making 


sure of the small. Five spades asked 
North to judge the quality of his 
trumps for slam purposes, and they 
could hardly be better. 

West led the jack of hearts taken 
in dummy. If trumps were 2-2 the 
slam was laydown, so declarer wast- 
ed no Lime in drawing two rounds of 
trumps. East discarding a heart. 
South cashed the ace and king of 
hearts, discarding a diamond from 
dummy, followed by the top dia- 
monds. and then raffed a diamond 
on the board. 

With no quick way back to hand, 
declarer led a club from dummy. 
East alertly let that run around to 
West, and that defender's tramp re- 
turn stranded declarer with a dia- 
mond loser. Down one. 

The (Made could have been 
avoided with a bit of care early on. 
One way to keep an entry to the 
South hand would have been to 
draw only one round of tramps be- 
fore starting on the red suits, but 
that ran a slight risk of a defensive 
raff when the hand was cold because 
of an even trump break. Far simpler 
was to lead a chib from dummy at 
the second trick. Now declarer 
would be free to win any return, 
draw two rounds of tramps and then 
go about ruffing diamonds as before, 
using a dub raff as entry to the 
closed hand for the second diamond 
raff. 




Haul Al AJu 


Hani Al Ali wins 2nd 
round of tennis tourney 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Once again Hani Al 
Ali proved he is still the undis- 
puted No. 1 tennis player in 
Jordan Saturday when he beat his 
usual opponent Imad Abu Ham- 
da 6-1, 4-6, 6-0 in the final of the 
second round of the Jordan Ten- 
nis Championship. 

Ali easily won the first set 6-1, 
but lost the second set to Abu 
Hamda only to come back with a 
cradling 6-0 win in the third set. 

“Alt’s better fitness and experi- 
ence paid off in the end. It was 
quite an exciting game,” national 


team coach Yousef Al Oreibi told 
the Jordan Tunes. 

Ali leads the overall standings 
with 500 points followed by Abu 
Hamda with 300 points and Fans 
Al Azzouni with 100 points in 
third place. Leith Al Azzouni and 
Samir Al Rifei are tied in fourth 
place with 80 points each, fol- 
lowed by Iyad Al Jallad in fifth 
place with 40 points, Ibrahim Al 
Hadid is sixth with 30 points, 
trailed by Rami Farraj in seventh 
place with 20 points and Marwan 
Hanania is eigth with 10 points. 

The third and final round of the 
Jordan Tennis Championship will 
be held in November. 


All- Africa Games begin 


CAIRO (AP) — Overfilling a 
100,000-capacity stadium, Egyp- 
tians Friday cheered and ap- 
plauded as Pharaonic marches 
and dances heralded the start of a 
major sports event designed to 
demonstrate Cairo's organisa- 
tional capabilities. 

By successfully hosting the 5th 
AU-Africa Games, Egypt hopes 
to eventually win a bid for the 
Olympic Games in the year 2000. 

Security police tightly sur- 
rounded the stadium in northeast 
Cairo for the arrival of President 
Hosni Mubarak, while scuffles 
broke out at one of the entrance 
gates between baton-wielding 
police and crowds throwing rocks 
and trying to push through. 

Sports officials here have ex- 
pressed hope that the games will 
show Cairo is capable of handling 
a major event, and will bolster its 
application at the 1992 Barcelona 
Olympics to host tire 2000 Olym- 


piad. 

Juan Antonio Samaranch, 
head of die International Olym- 
pic Organisation attended the in- 
auguration, and gave a short 
speech emphasising, friendship 
and peace. Also present was 
Nigeria’s President Ibrahim 
Babangida who is chairman of the 
Organisation of African Unity. 

White balloons floated in the 
air, drawing wiki applause as 
young men and women in ancient 
Egyptian costumes drove chariots 
through the grounds and per- 
formed Pharaonic dances. 

The theme of the games is 
decidedly Pharaonic, a subliminal 
hint that modem Egyptians can 
fare as well as their ancestors. 

The games’ logo is based on die 
ancient sky -deity, Homs who 
has appeared on posters across 
Cairo and on television screens 
waving a tennis racket or wearing 
a swi mming suit. 


Amman Little League 
soccer games begin 

AMMAN (J.T.) — With children parading in front, of their 
parents in brightly coloured uniforms, the Amman Little League 
Soccer Association kicked off its season Friday. 

Her Royal Highness Princess 3asma,-whb attended Friday’s 
opening c ere monies, stressed die importance of the association 
and its programmes. * 

“The league gives a chance to children to spend Fridays in a 
healthy, interesting way,” she said. “The children enjoy sporting 
through which they develop their abilities and hidden talents. 

"Indeed, it is an opportunity to teach children to have the spirit 
of working together and accept failure whereas in turn, they 
spend their holiday in a positive atmosphere,” Princess Basina 


Games will be played every Friday and teams wifi-bold practice 
twice a week for two hours. 

little League standings 

Friday, Sept 20, 1991 


TOTS. 

Vita (0) 

Marriott (0) 

JUNIORS 
Aqaba Shipping (0) 
Soudani (1) 

Foxboro (0) 

Al Hikma (2) 

mids 

Trainee (6) 

Aid (4) 

Istiklal (0) 

SENIORS 
Lois (5) 

Nash/Ebb (0) 

TOTS 


iw — m 

mm 

Marriott 

Vila 


W D 


Philadelphia (0) 

UPS(1)' 
GEMT (3) 
Union Bank (1) 
Epson’ (0) 


Volvo (1) 
Delta (1) 
Comcent (1) 


InL Traders 
Chili House 


GF EA PL 



Lob 

CUB Bouse 
‘Nnh/Ebb 
TbL* Traders 


Seles faces Fernandez 
in Tokyo singles final 


TOKYO (AP) — Top-seeded 
Monica Seles of Yugoslavia over- 
powered Amy Fraser of the Un- 
ited States 6-4, 6-0 Saturday, to 
meet Mary Joe Fernandez in the 
finals of the Nichirei Internation- 
al I-ariifts Tennis Ghampinnidri p. 

Second-seeded defending 
champion Fernandez of the Un- 
ited States bounced back from a 
first-set loss to beat third-seeded 
Katerina Maleeva of Bulgaria 3-6, 
6-1, 6-4 in the other singles 
semifinal match on Aiiake Col- 


osseum’s bard court. 

Seles, ranked No. 1 in the 
world, needed just 70 minutes to 
beat the fourth-seeded Frazier. 

Trailing 4-5 in the first set, 
Frazier became erratic -in her 
serve and hit easy shots long or 
into the net Seles broke the 10th 
game after six deuces. 

“The 10th game in the first set 
was a turning point,” the 17-year- 
old Seles said. “I was determined 
to take the game so I continuous- 
ly put pressure on her.” 
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FORECAST FOR SCIOAY SEPTEMBER 23* m 
By Thomas S. Pierson,' Astrologer, Qanofl Foundation 

ENERAL TENDENCIES: Confo- carafe! »boet soendwt moocybat w 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Confe- 
rion prevails today mlea yon make ■ 
spend point of laltiiig other* see eraedy 
Mat yoa are doing and where yourittd 
ob the .entrant inn that arc keepin g 
pragma at a mafia pace. 

ARIES: (Much ZI to April 19) If JOB , 
attend to thar obhgatioR that faces yoa, 
it n parable for you to get off to new 
acmes and new boons to grin ia- 
tM c a t im articles sad see duettos. 

TAGRDS: (April 20 toMsy 20) Except- 
ing' lor ■ devious-acting partner, jam 
base dear sabg abend in getting year 
natations with othe r s hi moch better 
comfltfnu by job cflora. 

GPPW: (May 21 to jkara. 21) , There 
era some pretty interestmg partnership 
arrangements you are aide to make bat 
don't neglect a health problem h the 
onto of afl activities. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to inly 
21) Steer dear of spcmlug more than 
yon era eflbrd far inn and amutge'and 
rij aehi j o i n ifTaii i ti jmi pfr n» ihcim 
who are vray particul ar - ■ 

LEO: (July 22 to Aupnt 21) There are 
some highly effective means by which 
you am get together with na oausoal 
person at a place of en textai meat bat . 
nod that metoe at home. - 
VIRGO: (August 22 to S eptemb e r ' 22) 
Yon now that yon can fix ap packages 
and bundles mid find the tUam for 
which yon have been looking with erne 
bat avoid in motion. 

LIBRA.- (September 23 to October 22) 
Tin is yonr time to make srae you arc 


careful about spemfiog money, but you 
certainly an taw many happy mo- 
ments with those yon See. most, at 


SCORPKk (Octo ber 23 to November 

apt to .fc^BsJforymhS 5f yoa Rrioa 
to job tody ad go along with them 
aB wH auric out great. 
SMaTTARIUSr (November 2Z to De- 
cember 21) This is tot tine tote sac 
job stop toting about what yoa amt 
help and get oat m toworid of action 
and grin the good wfif of -rito. 

CAIWCOWL (December 22 to Ju- 
mp 20) Steer dear of that awnrh l r. who 
ttsra«v means to get his way audtfamk 
oat-bow yoa an i mprove to practical 
phases of erecy.dqr Jfring. . . . 
AQUARIUS: (tonify 21 to February 
19) In. the world of action do nothing 
that could hi anyway oftend one ■ 

power aad.be very social and get 
together with to persons yoo Ha to 
most. 

BSCESs (February 20 to Match 20) 
Now yoa taw the right answers tot. 
mqnire yoa qufetfr get along with a 
confidante and go over whatever meins 
to most to yon and. yon vrifl win. 
Today’s cMitT B yoor diaid were bon 
today die or he is direct and antenatm 
instating ideas and desires and wffl need 
to apply tact hr tfadr everyday fife. Not 
bang so Uant wifi add . to the conridre- 
able sacecai and make hhn or her 
qipcar snore umgemri to tends as weB 
as associates who need to be very dear 
on jail , what is exp ec te d of than. 


* JeweBery in gold & gems Cor all oatofons. 
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Tried to use the new bread maker 
without reading the instructions 
■ • - first, huh?" _ ... . 



Answer here: A 


Yesterday’s 


(A ns w e r s tomorrow) 

Jumbles AORTA POKED JINGLE DIGEST 
Answer That {vouch spreads good cheer wherever — - 
HE DOESN'T GO 


THE Daily Crossword by Frank R. . 


anaa 

aaH 


laa ai 
maa 


3Q Fruit drinks 

38 Undivided 

39 Canto Mn 

40 Piano player 
once 

43 Popular songs 
once 

44 Garland 

45 Top-drawer 

46 Takas five 

47 Equals 

49 Foofflte part - 

50 Matfe or Mineo 
52 Card game 

54 Rdots 
58 Ravine 
62 Champion 
pugilist once 

51 Astringent 

66 Anglo-Saxon 
slaves 

67 MBd oath 

6fi Show sorrow 


^■■1 auu am 




70 Disobey 

DOWN 

1 Oaves 

2 eager 's goal 

3 Indian 

4 Hayseed 

5 St 

6 Wire measure 

7 Mid-Eastern 

8 VlciOUS 

9 Roofing material 

10 Pronoun 

11 Tiny quantity 


12 Go# shot 

13 Theatrical 
success sign 

18 Brainstorm 

19 Stum section 

23 Smells 

24 Taboo 

26 Important 

27 An Astaire 

28 Job* closely 
30 Beauty at the 

ban 

32 — avts 

33 Holding a lead 

34 Fresh ah 

35 Window . 

sections 

37 Narrow ooenlno 
M/WectedaSe 

’nSr**"* 

42 Dregs 

47 Give defight 

48 Palm type 
51 Rural areas 

53 Muaed wHh 
color 


Yvtfanhy's Puzzle Salmd: 


nngn nnno nnnnrc 
gnnn rronn ranmnn 
nnnmnnnran onnnn 
nnctnon nn ^.nnnnn 

nnonn nnnn nnnu 
nnnnna non nrnn 
gnmn nnnnn mnn 
nranru ann mnnnnn 
mnnrc omm nnnno 
nr Bnnn nr,n 
nnnonn nHBnonon 
□anran noninnnnfjn 
gnnnn hugh neon 
annnn nnnn nnnn 


54 Regulation , 

55 ChSs and tov 

58 Moist 
57AuW lang— 

59 Violent anger 


Mon , 80 Stefli of temfs 

and favor fit Whirlpool 


63 Preceded 7. 

64 Certsto curve 
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Philippines to make sacrifices 
after rejection of U.S. treaty 


MANILA (R) — The I^Uippines- 
wiB implement austerity mea- 
sures to save a crucial economic 


.ft 





rejectiott of a U.S. mSitaiy bases 
treaty. Finance Secretary Jesus 
Est&mslao .has said. 

He sad adherence to the prog- 
ramme agreed with tbc Interna-, 
tkmal Monetery Fund (IMF) m' 
exchange for a $900 nriffion pack- 
age is the key to fresh loans from 
other agencies like the World 
Bank. 

He said Manila wiQ have to rely 
UlOre on m ultilater al a genp fs to 
revive a stagnation economy be- 
cause of the' anticipated cut in 
financia l assistance from MateraE 
sources as & result of the senate 
rejection ofthe bases treaty. 

The senate recently shot down . 
a treaty that would have allowed 
the United States to operate Sub-, 
ic naval base for another 10 years 
in exchange for S2L2 billion. 

“With some erosion of good- 
will, we can likewise afford less 
slippages in oar IMF program- 
me,” Mr. Estanislao said in a 
memorandum to President Cora- 
zon Aquino. 

The IMF programme calls for ■ 
increased revenues and lower 
spending in order to keep the 


public sector deficit manageable. 

“CThere is a) much smaller 
room for tolerance of any slip- 
pages in oar progr am me under 
the aegis of mnftfoterai institu- 
tions, on which we will in- 
creasingly have to depend, to 
help offset die opportunities from 
bilateral sources we may now 
have to 'for^o, Mr. Estanislao 


Failure to meet IMF-set econo- 
mic targets would mean the delay 
in the release of funds from the 
fond, triggering the suspension of 
loans from the Japanese govern- 
ment. 

- Mr. Estanislao said rejection of 
the treaty would result in the loss 
of base-related financial aid and 
ocher inflows while the disloca- 
tion of base workers would weigh 
heavily on the economy. 

“The increases in the fiscal 
gaps resulting from foe loss in 
revenues and higher expenditures 
1ms exacerbated what is already 
an uncertain outlook in 1992,” he 
said. 

He did not say what the new 
revenue shortfall projections 
were but said at the start of the 
year foe level was estimated at 33 
bflfioo pesos ($1.2 billion). 


"There will need to be a grea- 
ter reliance on internally gener- 
ated resources to dose this fiscal 
gap, combined with any possible 
further belt-tightening,” Mr. 
Estanislao said. 

Earlier, he said the govern- 
ment needs new taxes, a drastic 
cot in Spending and an acceler- 
ated sale of government assets for 
it to stay cm track with the IMF 
programme. 

The country’s real gross nation- 
al product shrank by 0.23 per cent 
in the first six months of the year 
compared with 5.8 per cent 
growth in the same period last 
year. 

“The rejection of the treaty has 
made it even more difficult for 
the economy to function and be- 
nefit this country,” said Mrs. 
Aquino’s spokesman Tomas 
Gomez after a cabinet meeting to 
assess options following the sen- 
ate rejection. 

But economic Planning Secret- 
ary Cayetano Paderanga said loss 
of U.S. compensation for the 
bases would have only a short- 
term impact and could shave 0.5 
per cent off the anticipated 
growth in gross national product 
next year of 3.9 per cent. 



Time Warner to cut 
605 magazine jobs 


1 

* 

« 




NEW YORK (R) — Time War- 
ner Inc., the media giant that 
owns the biggest magazine com- 
pany in the United States, has 
said it was cutting 60S jobs in its 
magazine division, more than 10 
per cent of the work force. 

The company announced it was 
also taking a $60 million charge to 
pay for the move. 

The cuts, including 105 edito- 
rial jobs, are die single-biggest 
ever for the magazine division, 
wind) was founded by Henry 
Luce in 1923 and quickly built a 
reputation of looking after its 
employees. 

“It’s changed now,” said a staff 
member at one magazine, “ft's 
not the paternalistic company it 
was in the old days.” 


The company said it made the 
cutbacks because of the tough 
publishing dimate and would 
save more than $30 miTH on a year 

from the move. Its stafafe of maga- 
zines includes Time, People, 
Sports Utastrated, Life, and For- 
tune. 

They are among the nation’s 
best selling publications and em- 
ployed some 6,000 people. With 
the editorial cutbacks and 500 lay 
offs on the production, advertis- 
ing and management side of the 
business that were previously 
made, tire unit is shnnknig by 
more than 10 per cent. 

Like many publishing com- 
panies, Time Warner has been 
su fferi ng from a deep advertising 
slump. 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 



US. Dollar 

.6if 

.689 



Suriing Pound 

1.185S 

1.1914 



Deutsche Mark - 

.4067 

MU 



Swiss Franc 

.4658 

.4681 



French Franc 

.7793 

.1199 



Japanese Yen* . 

• .5703 

.5729 * 



Dutch CuSdcr 

.3607 

.3625 



Swedish Krona 

.1114 

.7720 



Itafiaa Lira* 

.0543 • 

.0546 



Belgian Franc 

..0797* 

.01988 


‘ fW M0 

CNfetr CwrwchB 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 



Bahraini Dinar. 

7.7700 

7.7750 



Lebanese Lira 4 

.0750 

.0770 



Sawfi Riyal 

'.7020 

.1837 



KnnU Dinar 

— 

— 



Qatari Riyal . 

. .1861 

.7*74 



Egyptian Pound ... 

■ ~zooo 

.2700 



Omani Riyal 

. 7.7275 

. 1.7350 



TJAE Dirham 

.7861 

.7874 



Greek Drachma* 

.3525 

.3725 



Cypriot Pound 

TA25Q 

. 7.4625 
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Canada 
offers large 
credit 
to Iran 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran and Cana- 
da signed a letter of understand- 
ing on economic cooperation af- 
ter Canada offered Iran a billion 
Canadian dollars ($880 million) 
in credit, the Iranian news agency 
IRNA has said. 

Canada's minister of industry, 
science, technology and interna- 
tional trade, Michael W3son, was 
in Tehran few days ago to drum 
up business for Canadian firms in 
Iran’s reconstruction programme 
following the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq 
war. 

Mr. Wilson told ban’s central 
bank governor, Mohammad Hos- 
sein Add!, that Canada could 
offer Iran a trillion dollars in short 
and medium term credits to* spur 
trade and ec on omic ties, IRNA 
.said. 

Mr. Wilson’s mission followed 
visits by a string of West Euro- 
pean ministers to Tehran this 
year to build up trade and indust- 
rial links as ban turned to the 
West for help to revive its trou- 
bled economy. 

ban’s ties with Canada have 
been improving since July 1988 
when Canada reopened its embas- 
sy in Tehran. 

Mr. Wilson told IRNA that he 
had discussed wife I ranian minis- 
ters tiie establishment of an air 
link between Iran and Canada, 
transfer of technology and educa- 
tional cooperation and sending of 
I ranian students to Canada. 

The talks -with the Canadian 
team, inchKflmg representatives 
of 20 C an a dian firms, focused oa 
joint ventures to manufacture 
cars, iron and steel industries, 
rngfoeering technology, railway 
car manufacturing and urban 
transportation systems, IRNA 


Finance Minister Mohsen 
Nourbakhsh, who signed the 
agreement with Mr. Wilson, 
raged Canada to increase imports 
of non-oil Iranian goods to im- 
prove the lop-tided balance of 
trade. 

M r. Wilso n also held 'talks, 
with ministers of agriculture and 
heavy industry and said Canada 
viewed Iran as a potential base 
for e x po rtin g jointly manufac- 
tured products to the region. 


West backs Rao’s 
reforms with $6. 7b 
aid to New Delhi 


PARIS (R) — International 
donors Friday backed drastic eco- 
nomic reforms by new Indian 
Prime Minister Naraamha Rao 
by pledging $6.7 billion in aid for 
the fiscal year ending March 31, 
1992, the World Bank salt}. 

In addition, India is likely to 
receive loans of about SI .8 billion 

from tiie International Monetary 
Fond (IMF), it said in a state- 
ment. Some $2.3 billion of the 
pledged aid will be in the form of 
fast-disburefog assistance. 

“The participants expfessed 
their strong support for the re- 
solve, thoroughness and dispatch 
with which the new government 
has acted to introduce a compre- 
hensive set of measures,” the 
bank said after a two-day donors 
meeting it sponsored in Paris. 

The bank said the aid followed 
directly from measures the gov- 
ernment, in office for only two 
months, had taken to address 
what it called “an unprecedented 
balance of payments crisis.” 

Mr. Rao's government has de- 
valued the rupee by 23 per cent 
against the dollar, tightened cre- 
dit policy and adopted a budget 
designed to reduce the overall 
1991/92 fiscal deficit to 63 per 
cent of gross domestic product, 
compared to nine per cent the 
year before, the World Bank 
noted. 

It said the moves aimed to deal 
with the immediate liquidity cri- 
sis, reduce die budget deficit and 
finally to begin a long-term res- 
tructuring of the economy. 

“The ofl shock resulting from 
the Gulf war, coming at a time 
when accumulating large fiscal 
and balance of payments deficits 
were already generating econo- 
mic pressures, triggered an un- 
precedented balance of payments 
crisis for India.” it said. 

Donors, including Japan, Ger- 
many, Britain, France ami the 
United States, wanted to send a 
strong signal to the business com- 
munity showing how far they 
supported the Indian govern- 
ment’s economic reforms, the 


hank added. 

“The outcome of the meeting 
has surpassed our expectations 
taking into account the strong 
pressure on credit worldwide," 
die head of die Indian delegation 
to die talks, Finance Secretary 
Sriranga Shnkla, said. 

Hie aid pledges for 1991/92 
represent an increase of $400 
million, or six per cent, over the 
previous year, he added. 

Mr. Shukla told a news confer- 
ence be (fid not expect India's aid 
requirements in the 1992/93 
financial year to be any lower 
because India would still be in a 
phase of economic transition. 

He said he had not calculated 
how much of the pledged amount 
would be grants, soft loans or 
project-tied credits. An Indian 
statement said $23 billion of the 
co mmitm ents were from bilateral 
sources and $43 billion from 
multilateral donors. 

Mr. Shukla said Japan gave the 
biggest commitments. The 
Japanese embassy in New Delhi 
said Japan pledged 106.59 billion 
yen ($790 million) in concessional 
loans for the fiscal year 1991/92 
(Jtdy/Jnne). 

The Japanese loans carry an 
interest rate of 2.7 per cent and 
are repayable in 30 years, includ- 
ing a l&year grace period. 

Mr. Shukla raid Germany and 
Britain were the next most 
generous. 

Conference sources said before 
the key meeting Friday morning 
that Germany could pledge be- 
tween 300 and 400 million marks 
($175 and $235 million). 

Mr. Shukla said more than half 
the German commitment was ex- 
pected to be in quick loans, which 
would be available immediately. 
There was a strong element of 
pure grant in the British and 
Swedish pledges, be. said. 

A British delegate said the 
former .colonial power in India 
would be offering quick disburs- 
ing loans for the first time in 
several years. 


Bank group offers 
Algeria $1.1 billion 
debt refinancing 


PARIS (R) — Debt-laden Alger- 
ia may have won temporary relief 
after an offer Friday by a group of 
eight banks to refinance $1.1 
billion of its medium-term debt 
A spokesman for French bank 
Credit Lyonnais said: “A plan to 
refinance part erf the medium- 
term debt of the large Algerian 
borrowers for an amount of about 
$1.1 billion was submitted... to 
Algiers, from where we are 
awaiting a reply." » 

He said the offer did not in- 
volve new money. 

Three-quarters of Algeria’s 
total foreign debt of about $25 
bflBou is doe to be repaid by the 
end of 1993, creating enormous 
steams on the- economy. 

Banks have been extremely re- 
luctant to advance fresh funds 
and Prime Minister Sid Ahmed 
Gbozali has set his face against a 
formal rescheduling of the debt. 

But, after a visit to Algiers in 
July, French Finance Minister 
Pierre Beregovoy asked state- 
owned Credit Lyonnais to work 
cm a deal to refinance Algeria’s 
commercial debt to tide it over 
the severe bunching of its repay- 
ments. 

The spokesman said the eight 
banks in the c on so r ti um which 
made Friday’s offer were Credit 
Lyonnais, fellow French state- 


owned bank Banque Nation ale 
de Paris, Chase Manhattan ofthe 
United States, Arab Banking 
Corporation, Union de Basques 
Arabes et Francaises and three 
Japanese banks, Mitsui-Taiyo 
Kobe, Long-Term Credit Bank 
and the Industrial Bank of Japan. 
He declined to give further de- 
tails of the offer. 

Speculation in the past month 
on what die banks might offer 
Algeria had centred on a credit of 
at least $1 billion, in one or more 
tranches, perhaps guaranteed by 
French government zero coupon 
(non-interest bearing) bonds. A 
similar deal fell through last year. 

Sources said last month the 
banks could agree to provide the 
sort of deal they came up with for 
Colombia in which refinancing 
allowed short-term debt to be 
rolled over. 

The Credit Lyonnais spokes- 
man said the banks expected a 
reply from Algiers next week. 


Highly negative trade figure 
keeps U.S. recovery weak 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
America’s foreign trade deficit 
took a sharp turn for the worse in 
July as imports of foreign can, 
clothing and televisions soared 
while exports showed only a 
slight improvement, the govern- 
ment has said. 

Tbe Commerce Department 
said the July trade gap efimbed to 
$5.9 billion, tbe biggest imba- 
lance since January, ft was 55.6 
per cent higher than a revised 
June deficit figure of $3.79 bil- 
lion. 

Bush administration officials 
contended that the report (fid not 
shake their belief that export 
growth will be a major factor 
helping to lift the oountry out of 
tbe recession. 

But in the view of many private 
economists, the worsening trade 
performance added one more 
negative to a recovery already 
expected to be one of the weakest 
on record. 

Imports, reflecting increased 
shipments of a variety of consum- 
er products, jumped 6.2 per cent 
to $41.17 billion while exports 
edged up 0.8 per cent to $35.27 
billion in July. 

Commerce Secretary Robert 
Mosbacher said the increase 
poshed exports to their third 
highest level ever, a gain that he 
said reflected in port an adminis- 
tration initiative to get small and 
medium-sized businesses in- 
terested in selling overseas. 

But private economists noted 
that tbe small July gain followed 
two straight months of declines 
and that all the improvement was 
concentrated in farm products 
and raw materials, not in manu- 
factured goods. 

“One of the most pe ss i misti c 
things in this report is that manu- 
facturing exports fell by eight per 
cent," said Robert Brusca, chief 
economist at Nikko Securities in 
New York. “I don’t think trade is 
going to be of much help to the 
overall economy.” 

Tiie boom in exports over tiie 
last two years played a major role 
in softening tiie severity of tiie 
recession, which began in July. 
1990. But with some of America’s, 
major overseas markets showing 
economic weaknesses, analysts 
believe that export growth will 
slow to a crawl in coming months. 

Economists were puzzled by 
the big jump in imports given tire 
fact that consumer demand has 
been so weak tins year. Retail 
sales fell in August following a 
lackluster badc-to-scfaool selling 
period and analysts are not opti- 
mistic of a pickup in demand 
anytime soon, given persistent 
layoffs in recent weeks and con- 
tinued high unemployment 
levels. 

In a second economic report, 
the Labour Department said the 
number of Americans filing new 
claims for unemployment be- 
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SEMI VILLA FOR RENT 

Semi villa with or without furniture for rent. Consists of 2 
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Location: Jubeiha, behind the International Auto Show. 
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nefits totalled 402,000 in the first 
week in September, a decline of 
17,000 from the preceding week. 

Analysts dismissed much of the 
improvement as merely a reflec- 
tion of a holiday-shortened week 
in which laid off workm had one 
las day in which to file for 
benefits. The analysts noted that 
the latest four-week average for 
jobless benefits was still up from 
tiie previous four-week period. 

“The evidence is just overwhel- 
mingly dear that this recovery is 
stuck,” said John Albeitine, head 
of a Washington economic con- 
sulting firm. “We’re not going to 
be able to look to the American 
export sector as a source of great 

strength to drive tbe economic 

forward.” 

The $3.79 billion June trade 
deficit had been the smallest 
monthly imbalance in more than 
eight years and analysts said that 
record was Kkefy to stand for 
some time given their view that 
the trade deficit will start growing 
again. 

So fer this year, the deficit has 
been running at an annual rate of 
$61.6 billion, the best showing 
since 1983, tiie last year the coun- 
try had a deficit below $100 tril- 
lion. 

Economists have m«ntain«ri 

all along that much of this year’s 
improvement was temporary, re- 
flecting the dampening effect of 
the recession on domestic de- 
mand, a view borne out by July’s 
big jump in imports. 

Auto imports dimbed by $600 
milHon, apparel and textile im- 
ports were up $300 million, com- 
puter imports rose by $150 mil- 
lion and foreign televisions and 
other electronic products' in- 
creased by $75 million. 

Oil imports actually fell slightly 
in July, edging down 1.4 per cent 
to $3.99 mUkm. The chop re- 
flected a decline in volume and 
price. 

The number erf bands of oil 
imported fell to 5.89 million per 
day, down from 6.23 million in 
June, while the average price 
dropped to $16.08, compared to 
$1639 in June. 

Tbe small increase in exports 
reflected a 10.8 per cent rise in 
farm products and a 4.8 per cent 
increase in sales of industrial sup- 
plies. 

Shipments of manufactured 
capital goods fell by 43 per cent, 
a drop of $700 nmUon in July, 
with a variety of hightodmology 
items from aircraft to computers 
all showing declines. 

As usual, the largest trade de- 
ficit was with Japan, a gap of $3.8 
billion and up from $33 billion. 
Other big deficits were recorded 
with China, $13 billion; Taiwan, 
$900 million and Canada, $500 
million. 

The United States ran a small 
surplus with tbe 12-nation Euro- 
pean Community erf $206 million. 

Meanwhile, the White House’s 
chief economic guru said the Un- 
ited States was in only a modest 
recovery from recession. 

Michael Beskin, chairman of 
the Council of Economic Advis- 
ers, said the United States was 
dogged by worries over the slug- 
gish growth in the money supply. 



Michael Baskin , 

tight credit and soft expo# mar- 
kets. \ 

Mr. Boskin stuck to his earlier 
predictions that the output of 
goods and services, the 1 , gross 
national product, would qxpand 
at an annual rate of 2.5 pdr cent 
to three per cent in the second 
half of this year. ’ 

But he said the Federal Re- 
serve (Fed), the central ;bank, 
might have to lower interest rates 
even more. The Fed has flushed 
rates down to their lowest points 
since the 1970s to try to reinvigo- 
rate the U.S. economy, the 
world’s biggest. t 

“We obviously have only been 
into a recovery for a short period. 

It is going at a modest pace. U is not 

going at a robust pace,'! Mr. 
Boskin told reporters at a White 
House news conference. ; 

One reason tbe economy has 
been slow to snap back was be- 
cause tbe downturn was relatively 
shallow, Mr. Boskin said.! 

White House officials bavp pre- 
dicted the economy would ex- 
pand at a 2.5 per cent to three per 
amt annual rate during the last 
two quarters of this year, hgsaid, 
adding: “That indeed appears to 
be what’s happening.” j 
But the White House worried 
about a variety of factors that 
could hamper growth, Mr.; Bos- 
kin said. ; 

There were “some concerns 
about the availability of credit, 
money growth, foreign demand 
for our exports, should foreign 
countries slow down even more 
than they have recently, and so 
on,” he said. * 

Mr. Boskin said the White 
House appreciated the Federal 
Reserve's recent interest ; rate 
cats, but there were fears that the 
Fed’s action might not translate 
foot faster growth in the money 
supply. , 

Growth fo the supply of money 
in tiie economy is considered by 
many analysts a good grade for 
the economy’s future health. 

“The Fed may have to ;take 
further action if over theraext 
span of time the money supply 
doesn’t rebound,” Mr. Bdskin 
said. * 

Mr. Boskin made his unex- 
pected foray into the White 
House press room after $ome 
good economic news appeared 
Tuesday. J 

Tbe U.S. industrial sector 'one 
of the economy’s few hot spots, 
grew for the fifth month in a»row 
in August, despite a sharp decline 
fo auto production, the Federal 
Reserve said. * 
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Army continues to pound Croatia 


ZAGREB (R) — The Yugoslav 
army rejected a Croatian offer to 
defuse the country’s widening 
conflict Saturday and pounded 
the breakaway republic with 
tanks, guns and planes. 

The Croatian presidential 
office said Federal Defence, 
Minister Veljko Kadijevic re- 
jected an offer from President- 
Franjo Tudjman to lift partially a 
. blockade of army barracks in 
Croatia if the army halted its 
massive offensive. 

Heavy fighting was reported in 
eastern Croatia where hundreds 
of army tanks tightened a ring of 
■ steel round the Croatian towns of 
Vukovar, Osijek and Vinkovd. 

Federal warplanes twice 
bombed the Adriatic port of Sibe- 
nik and artillery pounded the 
Dalmatian coastal highway in a 
bid to cut h and isolate the town, 
Croatia's Information Ministry 
said. 

People rushed to shelters in 
Zagreb, the Croatian capital, as 
air raid sirens wailed, but there 
was no immediate attack. 

Mr. Tudjman offered Friday 
night to ease the blockade of 
army barracks as his forces reeled 
on the first day of the offensive 
launched by hundreds of army 
tanks and thousands of troops. 

Mr. Tudjman said he would 
restore supplies of water, electric- 
ity and food to the army bases, 
besieged for a week, if troops 
baited their onslaught at midnight 
Friday. 

Mr. Tudjman’s foreign policy 
adviser Mario NobiJo said Gen. 


Kadijevic's refusal meant the 
army wanted to continue massive 
attacks to force Croatia to surren- 
der. 

“He is again repeating bis pre- 
vious position, namely deman- 
ding that we surrender practically 
and then he would withdraw. He 
is saying; “You do it first and 
then we will consider',” Mr. 
Nobilo told Reuters. 

“This is just an excuse for 
unseiective retaliation against 
civilian targets," he said. 

Tanjug News Agency said 
Gen. Kadijevic replied to Mr.’ 
Tudjman that the Croatian block- 
ade breached a European Com- 
munity (EC)-sponsored ceasefire 
accord brokered by former Brit- 
ish Foreign Secretary Lord Car- 
rington. 

The Croatian presidential 
office said the republic's govern- 
ment would meet in emergency 
session later Saturday to consider 
its response to the army's thrust 
into its territory. 

Gen. Kadijevic told British 
ITN television Friday the Croa- 
tian blockade had exhausted the 
army's patience and it had laun- 
ched the offensive to relieve the 
blockaded barracks. 

The onslaught drove the last 
nail into the coffin of the EC 
peace accord and the mounting' 
violence prompted international 
appeals for the United Nations to 
intercede to end the conflict. 

The huge offensive began Fri- 
day morning with tanks and other 
army vehicles moving from the 
Serbian border to encircle the 


eastern Croatian towns of Vuko- 
var, Osijek and Vinkovd. 

Croatian Radio said Croatian 
forces blocked tanks trying to 
reach the Serbian-inhabited vil- 
lage of Mirkovd, near Vinkovd, 
but Belgrade Radio said 20 tanks 
reached the village. 

Croatia’s Information Ministry 
said warplanes twice bombed 
Sibenik while guns pounded a 
nearby bridge to cut the coastal 
highway and isolate the city. 

The radio station at Split, 
Croatia’s main Adriatic port, 
issued a desperate appeal to the 
world to stop the war. 

But die conflict appeared likely 
to spread as people in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina blocked army col- 
umns from passing through to 
Croatia. 

Bosnia’s presidency ordered a 
mobilisation of the republic’s 
forces and demanded that the 
troops, mostly reservists from 
Serbia and Montenegro, with- 
draw. 

Belgium Saturday called for 
the European Community to im- 
pose sanctions against Serbia, in- 
cluding a possible naval blockade 
if Yugoslavia's biggest republic 
were simply to take over Croatia. 

“We can never accept the dis- 
appearance of Croatia, nor the 
use of force to redraw internal 
borders,’' Belgian Foreign Minis- 
ter Mark Eyskens told state 
radio. “This can only happen 
through negotiations.” 

“We will have to consider sanc- 
tions against Serbia, the end of all 


cooperation with the EC, an 
embargo on oil products... 
perhaps a blockade of pons, as 
we did with Iraq.” Mr. Eyskens 
said. 

“A country that is so isolated 
cannot survive in the long-term, 
but it would take time,” Mr. 
Eyskens said. 

The Yugoslav federation was 
dead, he said. A “greater Serbia 
was likely to emerge as the domi- 
nant force. 

France said Saturday it would 
call a meeting of United Nations 
Security Council foreign minis- 
ters next week to discuss the 
Yugoslav crisis. 

“Given the gravity of the situa- 
tion, Foreign Minister Roland 
Dumas has sent a messages bis 
colleagues of the U.N. Security 
Council member countries telling 
them he planned to call a ministe- 
rial meeting next week,” the 
Foreign Ministry said in a state- 
ment. 

At the end of a three-day visit 
to Germany Friday, French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand called 
for an urgent session of the Secur- 
ity Council to deal with the crisis. 

French Ambassador Jean- 
Bemard Merimee, this month’s 
council president, said Friday he 
would consult his colleagues indi- 
vidually on bow to respond to 
mounting calls for U.N. involve- 
ment in the crisis. 

But Mr. Merimee, speaking 
after a closed-door meeting of all 
15 council members, set no im- 
mediate date for another session. 


Defence minister says Kremlin 
will control all nuclear weapons 


MS COW (AP) — The Kremlin 
will control all Soviet nuclear 
weapons but may depend on re- 
publics for manpower and man- 
agement of a smaller, reformed 
armed service, the defence minis- 
ter has predicted. 

Marshal Yevgeny Shaposh- 
nikov laid out for reporters his 
vision of a revamped military that 
is emerging in talks with the 12 
Soviet republics following the 
failed Aug. 18-21 coup. In a 
break with tradition, the air force 
marshal appeared at the new con- 
ference in a blue suit rather than 
uniform, apparently to underline 
his commitment to reform. 

Marshal Shaposhnikov also cal- 
led for deeper cuts in tactical 
nuclear weapons, but argued 
against military budget cuts be- 
cause of redeployment costs and 
the need to maintain a technolo- 
gical balance with other coun- 
tries. 

Marshal Shaposhnikov said 
talks last week were fruitful with 
representatives from all but three 
republics — the Baltics — on 
preserving central military com- 
mand over the collapsing union 
and its weapons. 

He repeated his promise to pull 
hundreds of thousands of troops 
ltom the newly independent 
states in 1994, and added that 
Soviets already have removed all 
nndear weapons from the region. 

"The Baltics could facilitate 
the withdrawal by understanding 
the problems that we have and 
help us ... with bousing projects 


and resettlement,” Marshal Sba- 
posfanikov said. “There should be 
a civilised approach." 

Baltic officials have demanded 
withdrawal of the Soviet military 
but have not commented on re- 
settlement help or other mea-J 
sures. 

Marshal Shaposhnikov sought 
to calm persistent fears that the 
huge Soviet nuclear stockpile 
would fall out of Kremlin control. 
“Nuclear weapons must be within 
the purview of the centre.” he 
said. 

He played down comments last 
week by Kazakhstan President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev that the 
republic would keep control over 
nuclear weapons there. 

“I talked to (Nazarbayev) after 
the reports came out and his 
intention was not quite the way it 
was reflected in the press,” 

Marshal Shaposhnikov also 
said Ukranian leaders have back- 
ed off demands for removal of 
nudear weapons from their re- 
public after Soviet officials “ex- 
plained how much the removal 
wiD cost them.” 

Though having little control 
over the nudear weapons, Sha- 
poshnikov said the republics 
would have voice in running the 
Defence Ministry. The presi- 
dent's defence council, many of 
whose members took part in the 
coup, should be revamped to 
include republic offidals, he said. 

As well, the ministry’s advisory 
body called the Collegium could 
indude the republics’ defence 


chiefs. 

The proposals would be pre- 
sented to the interim ruling state 
council this month and could be 
ready for implementation by next 
year, he said. 

Marshal Shaposhnikov sug- 
gested that some republics, parti- 
cularly the Ukraine, could let 
their newly formed militias work 
with the Soviet military as a 
reserve force. 

“Well continue to have a com- 
mon military space and air 
space," he said. “But I do not not 
rule out the possibility of creating 
a republic army — a National 
Guard — of about 2.000-3,000 
men. 1 ’ 

The Soviet military currently 
has an estimated 5 milli on men. 
Marshal Shaposhnikov said it 
eventually could be reduced to 
about 3 million . 

Marshal Shaposhnikov urged 
deeper cuts in arms talks. “The 
Soviet Union is prepared to con- 
tinue reductions on strategic de- 
fences and should start to deal 
with tactical weapons ... in 
Europe,” Marshal Shaposhnikov 
said. 

However, Marshal Shaposh- 
nikov said the Soviet military still 
had to pay for redeployment and 
resettlement of mfllkms of sol- 
diers, officers and weapons. He 
said the military needed every 
kopeck in its budget and took 
issue with critics who say “let us 
remove that monster called the 
military-industrial complex and 
everything will be alright.’” 


Bush: Time running out for Castro 


CHICAGO (AP) — President 
George Bush has predicted that 
Cuban President Fidel Castro 
may soon go the way of other 
toppled Communist leaders. 

The time coming “sooner than 
Mr. Castro dares to believe when 
the people of Cuba will reclaim 


their destiny and rejoin the West- 
ern hemisphere's family of free 
nations,” Mr. Bush said in a 
speech prepared for delivery Fri- 
day afternoon. 

That event, he said, “will de- 
monstrate to one and all that we 
really have entered into a new era 


of freedom and opportunity." 

Mr. Bush made the comments 
in a speech to be delivered to the 
U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Com- 
merce Convention. He also 
touted the pending free trade 
agreement with Mexico, which be 
said will be a “win-win situation." 


U.N. Security Council consults on 
election of new secretary-general 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
U.N. Security Council began con- 
sultations Friday on the proce- 
dure for electing a new U.N. 
secretary-general. 

Council President Jean-Bcr- 
nard Merimee of France told 
reporters that the election pro- 
cess will start at the beginning of 
October. 

Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar, 71, ends his second 
five-year term of office at the end 
of this year. The names of well 
over two dozen official and un- 
official candidates have emerged 
for the 51 95,000-a -year job, but 
there is no dear successor. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar told a 
news conference Friday the Un- 
ited Nations was not a “monar- 
chy" and it was “only healthy to 
change the secretary-general af- 
ter two terms.” 

“I am leaving this office in 
three months and 10 days,” he 
said. 

After a closed-door council ses- 
sion, Mr. Merimee read a brief 
statement, saying, “the members 
of the council have already 
started their consultations on the 
procedure for the election of the 
secretary-general of the United 
Nations. 

“It is their intention to start the 


process of the election itself at the 
beginning of October, with a view 
to finalising it as quickly as 
possible.” 

Under Article 97 of the U.N. 
Charter, a secretary-general is 
appointed by the General Assem- 
bly, now 166 strong, on tbe re- 
commendation of the 15-member 
Security Council. 

This gives tbe five permanent 
council member; — the United 
States, the Soviet Union, Britain, 
China and France — a major role 
since they can use their vetoes to 
block candidates any of them 
considers unsuitable. 

A persistent Chinese veto pre- 
vented Mr. Perez de Cuellar’s 
predecessor, Kurt Waldheim of 
Austria, from serving a third 
term. Peking drought it was time 
tbe job went to a Third World 
diplomat and Mr. Ifcrez de Cuel- 
lar, a Peruvian, had acceptable 
credentials. 

Personalities whose names 
crop up in speculation about a 
successor include: Prince Sadrud- 
din Aga Khan, who has spent 
mudi of his career in U.N. ser- 
vice and currently heads U.N. 
humanitarian operations in the 
Gulf; Egyptian Deputy Prime 
Minister Boutros Ghali; Norwe- 


gian Prime Minister Gro Harlem 
Brundtland; former Nigerian 
President Olusegun Obasanjo 
and Indonesian Foreign Minister 
Alt Alatas. 


Former British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher, former 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze and former U.S. 
President Emmy Carter have also 
appeared on unofficial lists. But 
an unwritten rule — at least 
during die cold war — barred any 
candidate from a country with a 
permanent Security Council seat 

One requirement insisted on by 
France is a good knowledge of 
French, one of the U.N.’s six 
official languages. The others are 
English, Arabic, Chinese, Rus- 
sian and Spanish. 

No African has yet served as 
secretary-general, a post held so 
far by three Europeans, an Asian 
and a Latin American. But, un- 
like many other U.N. posts, it i$ 
not governed by die principle of 
regional rotation. 

The first U.N. Secretary- 
General was Trygve lie of Nor- 
way, followed by Dag Hammars- 
kjoeld of Sweden, U Thant of 
Burma. Waldheim, and Perez-de 
Cuellar, who took office on Jan. 
1, 1982. 


Philippine 
Communist 
rebels end 
ceasefire 


MANILA (R) — Communist re- 
bels, accusing President Corazon 
Aquino’s government of conspir- 
ing to keep U.S. troops in the 
Philippines, said they would end 
a unilateral ceasefire. at Sunday 
midnight. 


The Commnnist-led National 
Democratic Front (NDF), in a 
statement sent to news organisa- 


tions, said Saturday that tbe Phi- 
lippine Armed Forces had failed 
to reciprocate last week's cease- 
fire offer. 


The rebels, fighting a 22-year 
insurgency in tbe Philippines, 
announced the ceasefire to cele- 


brate rejection by the Senate of a 
new military bases treaty with the 
United States. 


Cambodians 
solve all 
problems 
blocking 
peace 


UNTIED NATIONS (AP) — 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk said 
Friday that the Cambodian gov- 
ermnent and the guerrilla factions 
have solved all the problems 
blocking a peace accord chat will 
end decades of civil war. 

The five permanent Security 
Council members Friday gave 
finer approval to a compromise 
plan for multi-party elections 
adopted by Cambodia’s govern- 
ment and tbe three guerrilla fac- 
tious. 

The co m promise removed the 
last major obstacle to a compre- 
hensive peace agreement, and tbe 
approval by file United States, 
Britain, France, Soviet Union 
and China brings tbe warring 
Cambodian parties a step closer 
to signing a final accord. 

“We have solved all the prob- 
lems which are in die framework 
of file draft peace agreement of 
file permanent five,” Prince Siha- 
nouk said when he arrived at 
U.N. Headquarters to meet with 
file secretary-geoeraL 

The Paris peace conference, 
co-hosted by Fiance and Indone- 
sia, is set to meet again late next 
month to seek an accord to end 
nearly two decades of fi ghting in 
Cambodia. 

The Communist Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas took power in 1975, 
only to be driven out four years 
later — after conduct in g a brutal 
reformation of Cambodian Socie- 
ty — by Vietnamese troops. Since 
then the Khmer Rouge and two 
other guerrilla factions have 
been fighting the Vietnamese- 
installed government in Phnom 
Penh. 

The permanent five Security 
Council members have been 
working together for more than a 
year to try to settle the Cambo- 
dian dvfl war. 

Later Friday, the five perma- 
nent members continued discus- 
sing details with the Cambodians 
on how the United Nations wfll 
assist them in disarming 70 per 
cent of tiie Cambodian army and 
the guerrilla forces. 

Diplomats said privately that 
the discussions were terfmtrai 


Armenians 
vote on 
independence 


YEREVAN (R) — Armenians 
swarmed to die poQs Saturday in 
a referendum that was expected 
to show overwhelming support 
for independence after 71 years 
of Kremlin rale. 

Polling stations across the 
southern Soviet republic — some 
blaring Armenian music, others 
decked with red-blue-and-orange 
national flags — opened before 
sunrise. 

“This is an historic day and a 
very emotional moment for me,” 
said Armenian Pres dent Levon 
Ter-Petrosyan, as he cast fans 
vote. 



Boris Yetfrin 


and procedural, and did not pose 
any threat to p rogress towards a 
final accord. 

On Thursday, tbe Cambodian 
government and guerrilla factions 
adopted a co mp romise. 


“But it is more than th ** 
Independence is a political act 
against which there is no argu- 
ment.” - 

Twelve Soviet republics have 
broken with Moscow or declared 
their independence — many to 
protect the local leadership from 
tbe chaos in the Kremlin after last 
month’s failed coup. 

Soviet leaders are 1 bogged 
down in efforts to resolve ethnic 
violence that has accompanied a 
general upsurge in nationalism. 

Armenians are at the centre of 
tbe bloodiest conflict, a territorial 
dispute over Nagorno-Karabakh, 
an enclave in neighbouring Azer- 
baijan populated mostly by 
Armenians. 

Alness forced Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin to call off the 
trip to the disputed region of 
Nagorno-Karabakh Saturday to 
act as a mediator, an independent 
Azeri News Agency said. 

The Assa-Irjda agency said 
representatives of the rival Arme- 
nian and Azeri communities 
there would instead fly to tbe 
Azerbaijan capital Baku to meet 
Mr. Yeltsin and ins delegation. 

Mr. Yeltsin was to have flown 
to Stepanakert in Nagorno- 
Karabakh, au Artnenian- 
majority t erri tory in Azerbaijan, 
from Baku Saturday. 

“Our correspondent was told 
by official sources that the 
Armenian -Azeri delegation 
would fly to Baku to meet Yeltsin 
and his delegation because of 
Yeltsin’s health,” an agency 
spokesman told Renters. 

In Stepanakert, a military 


subsequently did not appear dar- 
ing two days of the Russian par- 
liament. 

Kaizakh President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev, who is accompany- 


ing Mr.. Yeltsin, told the Soviet 
News Agency (TASS) in Baku: 
“it would be naive to expect 
quick results from tins trip. The 
process of reconciliation is long 
and complex and we have' to 
recognise, this reality.” 


Mir. Yeltsin and Mr. Nazar- 
bayev, joined by Soviet Interior 
Minister Viktor Barannikov, 
were due in Yerevan for talks 
later Saturday, part of a whirl- 
wind diplomatic effort that in- 
cludes a new proposal from Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Kress reports say Mr. Gor- 
bachev will call for restoration of 
regional authority, local elec- 
tions, disarming of armed groups 
and negotiations under Moscow’s 
sponsorship between warring 
militants. 


Since 1988, more than 800 peo- 
ple have died in clashes in 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

In Yerevan, however,, all eyes 
were on the promise of Armenian 
statehood. 

“This is the first time in my life, 
and I am nearly 70, that I have 
ever voted wife pleasure,” said 
acc o u n tant Gevork Gevoryan, as 
he cast hfc vote for independence. 

“We are throwing off the 
Kr emlin ch ains . The Communist 
Rarty, the periftburo, the KGB — 
we don’t want them.” 

“It’s this I don’t want,” said 
another voter, pointing at the 
Soviet passport that gave her the 
right to vote for Armenian state- 
hood. 


spokesman con fir med the delega- 


tion was due to fly out later 
Saturday and that Mr. Yeltsin’s 
aides had informed local officials 
about his illness. 

' There was no further informa- 
tion- on Mr. Yeltsin's health. On 
Wednesday be left his office early 
after suffering what aides said 
was a minor heart problem, and 


Government officials predicted 
93 per cent of voters would say 
yes, hoping to regain the freedom 
Armenia enjoyed between 1918 
and 1920. 

Voters interviewed at polling 
stations sod they had voted for 
independence and- flashed wide 
smiles and victory signs. 

Preliminary results were ex- 
pected eariy Sunday and official 
results a day later. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Japanese divers search for trappeef 
workers 


Papandreou hospitalised 


, TOKYO (R) — Divers plunged again and again Saturday in ’ an 
increasingly desperate search for seven construction workers 
trapped for two days in a flooded tunnel in eastern Japan, police 
said. Eighteen (fivers were working in pitch blackness, feeling 
their way along tbe drainage ditch filled with 80,000 tonnes of 
muddy water, a police spokesman said. They had so far found no 
sign of file missing men, be said. The police spokesman refused 
“for humanitarian reasons” to acknowledge that the seven, 
were probably dead. Tbe 15 kflometre tunnel was flooded Thursday at 
file height of torrential rains brought by typhoon Luke, when a 
landslide triggered by a swollen river buried part of tbe 
construction site at Matsudo, near Tokyo. Apart from the seven 
workers still unaccounted for, tbe toll from typhoon Luke’s 
violent passage through eastern Japan stood at right people 
confirmed dead and three missing. Luke was downgraded to a 
te m per ate low pressure zone Friday. 


ATHENS (AP) — Former Socialist Premier Andreas Papan- 
dreou was hospitalised Friday after failing to shake off a lingering 
cold, his party said., Mr. Papandreou was admitted to Athens 
General Hospital “for observation after failing to overcome the 
cold,” a sta tem en t from his PanheDemc Socialist Movement 
(Pasok) said. A Pasok spokesman said Mr. Papandreou was in file 
intensive care ward. He would not comment on reports that Mr. 
Papandreou developed pneumonia. A hospital spokesman would 
not comment mi Mr. Papandreou’s illness, his condition or how 
long he will remain in the hospital. A police source said a security 
detail will remain at die hospital for the weekend. 


Greece abolishes Tourism Ministry 


Amnesty to probe U.S. police brutality 


LONDON (AP) — Representatives of Amnesty International, 
the human rights organisation, said Friday they would investigate 
allegations of brutality by Los Angeles police,. The probe follows 
complaints about police behaviour arising from the beating of 
Rodney King, a blade motorist, during a routine traffic stop -in 
March. Four white police officers are awaiting trial on charges of 
assault after tbe incident. Other officers have been suspended 

ty uteraa- 


from the police department. A three-member Amnesty 1 
tional fact-finding team plans to arrive in Los Angries and stay for 
a week. 


Khaleda takes defence portfolio 


ATHENS (AP) — Premier Constantine Mitsotakis has abolished 
Greece's Tourism Ministry, his spokesman said. “The premier 
has already signed the order,” government spokesman Vyron 
Polydoras said. Tbe spokesman did not say why Mr. Mitsotakis 
did away with tbe mnustry. The move shrinks the number of- 
cabinet posts to 19. However, the size of tbe c urren t cabinet-will 
not immediately change, since the tourism portfolio was by 
the Minister of National Economy. The min ist r y was in charge of 
promoting Greece abroad and regulating resorts, hotels and other 
tourism-related businesses. The government has said tbe National 
Economy Ministry will assume most of its functions, bat has not 
elaborated farther. Mr. Mitsotakis fired Tourism Minister Ioanms 
Kefaktyiaxmis on Sept. 2 after be disagreed with controversial 
legislation allowing developers to build on protected beachfronts. 
He was tbe first cabinet member fired by Mr. Mitsotakis since his 
conservative New Democracy Party was elected 17 months ago. 
Mr. Kefetoyianms was reappointed to tourism m inis ter after a 
government r e shu ffle on Aug. 7 i 


DHAKA (AP) — Prime Minister Khaleda Zia has assigned 
herself the post of defence minister in the country’s newly 
reintroduced parliamentary system, ho- office said Friday. Mrs. 
Zia, the first woman to lead fids predominantly Muslim nation of 
110 million people, was sworn in Thursday, replacing 16 years of 
presidential and nriHtary governments that concentrated power in 
a single leader. She assigned posts in her 40-member cabinet late 
Thursday, also giving herself tbe establishment and cabinet 
division portfolios. Foreign Minister Mustafiznr Rahman and 
Finance Minister Saifur Rahman retained their posts. The 
defence portfolio has been held by acting President Snhaboddin 
Ahmad since former President Mohammad Ershad, who took 
power in a 1982 coup, was toppled last year. Under the new 
parliamentary system, tbe president's post is ceremonial. 


Greece releases newspaper editors 


ATHENS (AP)—- Seven newspaper editors sentenced to up to 10 
months each for violating an anti- te rrori s t law were released from 
prison Friday after two press unions bought off their terms by 
paying fines. “We will continue to do our jobs without interferen- 
ce,” said Seraphim Fyntamdes, managing editor of the respected 
liberal daily eleftberotypia, as he left prison. The seven editors, 
whose newspapers represent half of Greece’s readerdiip, were 
convic ted and sentenced- on Sept. 9 for publishing te r ro ri s t 
statements to challenge the law which they say im ptwy cen- 
sorship. They were released after tbe Athens Journalists Union 
and the Athens Publishers Union paid a 3.1 mflfioo drachma 
($16,300) fine. In Greece jails terms can be bought off with a fine 
in certain cases. 


Fresh floods in Vietnam kill 25 


Haiti cabinet reshuffled 


HANOI (R) — Severe flooding in Vietnam's fertile Mekong 
River delta has killed at least 25 people and set off panic buying of 
rice because of fears of shortages, according to an official report 
Saturday. The Vietnam News Agency (VNA) said the floods, 
described as the worst since 1978, had already affected five of the 
six southern provinces in “the plain of reeds,” tbe country's m*rn 
rice-growing area. Fkxxfe could hit new areas next week if a key' 
highway now serving as a natural embankment gives way, it sad. 
The floods have already killed at least 25 people, as well as 
destroying some 50,000 houses, schools and village infirmarie s 
and swamping 110,000 hectares (275,000 acres) of rice paddies 
and orchards, file agency said. 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — The Haitian government said Friday 
it reshuffled its cabinet, replacing mnristeis for foreign affairs and 
for health. Jean Robert Sabalat, who formerly headed Haiti’s 
electoral board, became foreign minister. He replaced Denise 
Fafaen Jean-Louis, a medical -doctor. The gov ernm ent also 
named Dr. Gaude Jean Francois as tbe sew health minister, 
replacing Dr. Daniel Heniys. The new structure, the wwffi j 
carried out since President Jean Bertrand Aristide came to power 
last February, was brought about by Mr. Henry’s fixing a team 
of eight d octors dose to My. Aristide, according to a source dote 
to tiie government. Dr. Jean-Louis was fired becanse she is the 
wife of one of tbe fired doctors, the source said. . 



Kuwaiti embassy 
employe* charged 
with rape ; 


WASHINGTON (R) — fA 
Kuwaiti embassy clerk was 
arrested for alleged, raping an 
employee of a Washington luxury 
hotel while staying in the hotel,- 
police said. Walid Azab A1 Ute 
eizL .2S, ..“raped a fenttfe; em- 
ployee of a downtown hotel miss 
room” and was arrested, a police 
spokesman said. The Kuwaiti 
embassy had no munedfafa com- 
ment cm the inrideaL Diplomatic 
immunity is sharply hunted under 
local law and applies on to top 
diplomats. It does not cover 
crimes such as sexual assaults. 
The alleged rape took {dace at tbe 
horary Willard Hoed, two blocks 
from the White . House. The 
hotel, first buflt fa 2816 and 
reopened in 1986 after a renova- 
tion, has hosted 10 presidents and 
visiting royalty during its long 
history. 
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Elk fires first 




-- ■« 


at Swedish hunter 


STOCKHOLM (R) — A female 
elk ambushed a Sweetish hunter 
and fired a shot before making a 
quick getaway, a newspaper re- 
ported Friday, Hunter Arne 
Eriksson told tire newspaper Ex- 
presses te wre standing by a tree 
with his safetycatch off when the 
animal “came from the wrong 
direction and I had no chance to 
move.” 
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U.S. slips in infant 
mortality rankings 
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ATLANTA (R) — The United 
States has fallen further behind 
Japan and other developed na- 
tions in infant death rates, the 
U.S. centres for Disease Control 
(CDG) said. The. government 
health agency, in its “morbidity 
and mortality weekly report/’ 
said it found 10 babies died for 
every 1,000 live births fa the 
United States in 1988, the most 
recent year for which final U.S. 
statistics are available. This was 
an improvement over the rate of 
10.1 in 1987. But the CDC added 
rts’l&est country-by-coontry com- 
parisons based on 1987 figures 
dxfthed the United States now 
ranked only 24th in the world for 
lowest infant mortality rates com- 
pared, with 22nd the prior year. 
Japan, it said, con tinned to lead 
the world with the lowest rate of 
infant deaths at 5.0 per 1,000 live 
faiths while Sweden rose fronts 
third to second place with a rate- 
of 5.7 deaths. The United State* 
dropped to 24th in the ranking: 
due to improved infant mortality 
rates in Italy and Belgium. 
Among the top 30 nations and 
regions covered, only Israel, 
Greece, Czechoslovakia, Cuba,; 
Puerto Rico and Portugal had 
higher infant death rates than the 
United States. The new repori' 
also said black babies born in die 
United States were more than 
twice as likely to die as white 
infants with 17.6 deaths per 1,000 
live faiths among blacks versus 
8.5 for every 1,000 live births 
among whites. ,i". 
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Shock treatment for 
Pope’s pigeons 
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VATICAN CITY (R) — ST- 
Francis of Assisi may have loved, 
birds but he '.didn't have the- 
world’s- largest Christian church - 
to keep free to pigeon dropping*!' 
After years of aerial bombard- 
ment, the Vatican has installed 
low-voltage-electrical wire to pre- 
vent pigeons from damaging nut, 
ble decorations at the entrance to. 
St Peter’s Basilica. Officials said 
Thursday the electric shocks did 
not harm the birds but forced 
them to go outside into St Peter’s 
Square. 










Danish court staff 
complain about 
queen 
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COPENHAGEN (R) — Staff 
the Danish Court have corn-* 
plained to the human rights com- 
mission m Strasbourg became' 
Qneen Margretbe wiH not give 
them a formal pay agreement, 
their lawyer said. “They are not 
complaining about the pay it- ’■ 
self,” said tbe lawyer. Joergeq. 
Jacobsen, “but they don’t wanjfl 
their wages and working coodi- 
tions to be fixed arbitrarily as if 
we were stiD fa the middle ages.” 
The 50 staff took their case to -. 
Strasbourg after a Danish, indict^ 
rial - relations court nfiedT last 
April that it could not intervene 
because the queen has ihnmmity-> 
under the constitution. Their . 
complaint urges the co nunhskm - 
to act under an artide. which 
protects tiie right to 'form trader 
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umous. “We say this right mitt 
inefade the right to nqgqtiate pay 
and conditions, not jnat . to r 
arrange a party or a badminton 
tournament said Mr. Jacobserw 
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